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WATERFRONT
MUSEUMS
2nd edition

• Explore the heritage of shipbuilders,
mariners and fishermen
• Thrill to countless adventures
on the St. Lawrence over the years
• Discover astonishing marine life
• Relax in the sunshine, to the sound of the waves

ALL ABOARD!

EXPLORE THE
ST. LAWRENCE RIVER
CREATE YOUR OWN

MUSEUM
ROUTE!
Whether you’re driving along the South Shore or the North
Shore or even crossing the river on a ferry, whether you’re
coming from Quebec City or elsewhere, the St. Lawrence
is always there. Immense, magnificent, with vast horizons,
lingering sunsets and fresh salty air. Get to know it better
this summer, by including some of these captivating “ports”
on your itinerary. The winds are favourable, and you’ll find
a great choice of museums with a true seafarer’s soul!
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To plan your activities, just visit Museums to Discover ! You’ll find information
on current and upcoming major exhibitions throughout Quebec. A detailed
calendar also presents activities and exhibitions day by day, in all regions.
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Whether they are located downtown or in the heart of nature, whether they
are devoted to art, history or science, museums offer hundreds of different
ways to explore Quebec and enjoy the pleasures of cultural tourism.
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To put together your own tour guide and save, share
and update it as you like, visit itineraires.musees.qc.ca.
You’ll also find details on other museums with a focus on
the St. Lawrence.
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ALL
ABOARD
THIS SUMMER!
THE SOCIÉTÉ DES MUSÉES DU QUÉBEC
INVITES YOU TO EXPERIENCE
THE ST. LAWRENCE RIVER …
AND THE MUSEUMS THAT CELEBRATE IT.

The 15 MUSEUMS presented here, located in Quebec City
or farther east, are set on the St. Lawrence — a river that has seen
so many people and ships, hopes and tragedies over the years.

EXPLORE QUEBEC’S
MARITIME HERITAGE

EXCITING, FASCINATING
MUSEUM EXPERIENCES!

Saltwater and freshwater fishermen, seal
and whale hunters, lighthouse keepers,
captains and mariners, shipbuilders … for
centuries, even millennia, the St. Lawrence
has been renowned for its bountiful waters
and feared for its treacherous shoals. First
Nations, Basques, Bretons, French, English
and other immigrants … join them and set sail
for some fascinating museum adventures.
They’ll explain how their own history and
that of Quebec as a whole is tied up with this
mighty river.

These imaginative and welcoming museums
have devised some accessible and captivating activities for you. There are interactive
exhibitions, workshops, demonstrations,
dives far beneath the waves (while remaining perfectly dry), a very special night in a
submarine, collections of whale skeletons,
shipboard tours, and lots of other fun
experiences. All kinds of ways to breathe
the salty sea air and spend some unforgettable moments with your family, on your
own or with friends.

TOUCH SOME
LIVING TREASURES

CARE TO STEP OUTSIDE?

Anemones, sea cucumbers, sea stars, seals,
belugas and other whales … beneath the
surface of the St. Lawrence lie extraordinary
biodiversity and stunningly beautiful ecosystems. At these museums you can see for
yourself, thanks to touch ponds, multimedia
shows, treks along the shore and more. Get
ready for good times and lasting memories!

Culture and nature go hand in hand. Head out
on the waves, or join a scientific expedition or
a hike to see what you find along the shore.
Even hop on your bike and set off on a superb
bike trail! And when you’re ready for a rest,
there are playgrounds and picnic areas to
enjoy. In fact, you’ll find places to stop for a
quick picnic and admire the view near many
of these museums.

FILL UP ON OMEGA-3
So hoist your sails and set off in search of new and
authentic experiences, fun, good times and the unexpected.
BON VOYAGE ABOARD THESE MUSEUMS!

In addition to their gift shops, many of these
museums have restaurants “anchored” next
to the river. For a true St. Lawrence experience, you have to savour its fish and seafood
while marvelling at the endless sunset.

NAVAL
MUSEUM
OF QUÉBEC
2

THE ST. LAWRENCE,
YESTERDAY
AND TODAY

The St. Lawrence River, one of the world’s longest,
runs like a watery highway through Quebec.
Think of all it has seen and all the stories
it could tell! Join us at the Naval Museum
of Québec and explore the River’s storied past!

MUSEUM
EXPERIENCES
The Museum’s permanent EXHIBITION
brings the River’s history to life, from Native
times until World War II. As you’ll see, it has
always been a popular place!
Come aboard … virtually, with Jacques
Kanon, your privateer guide! Visit SEVEN
STATIONS, where this hardy mariner and
his friend, the Museum’s Director, will show
you some items with lots of salty tales to tell
about Quebec’s naval history.

The St. Lawrence forms much of the CanadaU.S. border. Did you know that it’s the world’s
longest undefended border? Check out the
nine OUTDOOR PANELS and read all about
its sometimes turbulent past.
Interested in knowing how the city’s port
grew over the years? You won’t want to miss
the interpretation panels lining the QUAYS
IN THE OLD PORT.

1
NAVAL MUSEUM OF QUÉBEC
170 rue Dalhousie
Quebec City, Quebec G1K 8M7
Tel.: 418 694-5387
www.navalmuseumofquebec.com
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HOP THE FERRY
… between Quebec City
and Lévis, and check out
the on-board exhibition on
this form of transportation.
Or take a cruise aboard
the MV Louis-Jolliet and
learn about Quebec City’s
military history, from past
to present.

MUSÉE
MARITIME
DU QUÉBEC
4

THE HERITAGE OF
THE ST. LAWRENCE
AND ITS SHIPS

Just a few cable lengths from Quebec City, the lovely village of
l’Islet-sur-Mer is known as “Mariner Country.” Nearly 200 sailors,
captains, pilots, shipbuilders and ship’s carpenters hail from here.
The maritime museum houses over 12,000 items and documents
paying tribute to people who spent their lives along and on the River.
They include the legendary Captain J.-E. Bernier (1852-1934), a tireless
navigator who plied the waters of the Tropics, the St. Lawrence and the Arctic.

MUSEUM
EXPERIENCES
In the Sea Roots EXHIBITION, you can
admire unique 19th and 20th century maritime
artifacts and hear some authentic tales of
adventure and shipwrecks, all evidence of
how Quebeckers’ lives have long been tied
to the St. Lawrence.
Joseph-Elzéar Bernier, a captain at age 17,
lived in the days of the last great sailing ships
and exotic trading voyages. An EXHIBITION
introduces you to this exceptional character
who asserted Canadian sovereignty over
the Arctic.
Take a guided tour of the fascinating SHIP
MODEL ROOM, with more than 200 miniature models of ships that marked Quebec
and Canadian history.

Step aboard two impressive SHIPS in
drydock: the HMCS Bras d’Or 400, a military
prototype, and the CCGS Ernest Lapointe
icebreaker, a proud retired Canadian Coast
Guard ship.
What’s the difference between a sailboat, a
bark and a canoe? Find out at the BOATYARD,
and learn about some Quebec shipbuilding
techniques.

2
MUSÉE MARITIME DU QUÉBEC
— CAPITAINE J.E. BERNIER
55 chemin des Pionniers Est
L’Islet, Quebec G0R 2B0
Tel.: 418 247-5001
www.mmq.qc.ca
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Brush up your SEAMANSHIP and learn
how to tie different knots and make rigging.
Quick! Can you unfurl the mainsails?
Do you have the soul of a poet? Then compose a tribute to the sea! Record a maritime
message at the Museum and it will be broadcast over a huge outdoor loudspeaker — a
public WORK OF ART by Pierre Bourgault.

TABLES WITH A
BREATHTAKING VIEW
Take a break for lunch
at the Museum café or
the nearby picnic area.
The Isle-aux-Grues
archipelago and the
Laurentians, off in
the distance, make for
a great backdrop!

STATION
EXPLORATOIRE
DU SAINT-LAURENT
6

AHOY,
MATEYS!

Welcome to Rivière-du Loup. In just a few minutes, you’ll be
at Parc de la Pointe, where the interpretation centre — the only
one of its kind in the whole region — reveals the wonders of
the mighty St. Lawrence River. Welcome to the Station exploratoire
du Saint-Laurent, where you can explore to your heart’s content!

MUSEUM
EXPERIENCES
The Station has two EXHIBITIONS. In one
of them, you can get a bird’s eye view of the
River, with its vast shoreline, islands, lifefilled waters, sea birds, whales and seals.
Check out the huge collection of marine
mammal skeletons, including a grey seal, a
beluga and an 8-metre-long minke whale.
The second one explores the hidden face of
the St. Lawrence and its strangely beautiful
treasures, from plankton to invertebrates,
fish, skates, sharks and sea turtles. You can
admire mounted specimens, have fun with
interactive modules and even get up close
and wet with a TOUCH POOL and aquarium.

Outdoors, head to the PATIO overlooking
the River and see what you can spot through
one of the telescopes: sea birds? belugas?
a gorgeous sunset? In any case, you’re
guaranteed a splendid vista. Don’t miss
the garden with its shoreline plants and
interpretation panels, too.
Do you enjoy HIKING and getting out
in NATURE? Right near the Station, the
Kiskotuk coastal park extends along the
Cacouna and L’Isle-Verte shoreline, with lots
of sites and trails for you to explore.

3
STATION EXPLORATOIRE
DU SAINT-LAURENT
80 rue Mackay
Rivière-du-Loup, Quebec G5R 5Z8
Tel.: 418 867-8796 (in summer);
418 867-8882 ext. 206 (off-season)
www.romm.ca (Click on Station)
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All summer long, enthusiastic INTERPRETER
GUIDES are on hand to show you around and
answer your questions.

THE ST. LAWRENCE
THANKS YOU
The Station is managed by
the Réseau d’observation
de mammifères marins,
a non-profit organization
committed to saving the
whales and seals of the
St. Lawrence. Revenue is
reinvested in research,
education and promoting
and protecting the
St. Lawrence marine
ecosystem.

SITE HISTORIQUE
MARITIME
DE LA

POINTEAU-PÈRE

8

-

MARITIME
MEMORIES

A tribute to a transatlantic liner and its tragic sinking,
mementoes of river pilots, a real submarine … traces of
the past that make this site an essential stop for anyone
interested in the lives of the men and women whose hearts
and destinies bound them to the St. Lawrence River.

MUSEUM
EXPERIENCES
All aboard! From the after ends to the torpedo room, with a stop to look through the
periscope, explore every nook and cranny
of a real SUBMARINE: the ONONDAGA ,
once the pride of the Canadian Navy. With
an audioguide, you can learn about the
demanding lives of the 70 crew members
who were confined to this metal behemoth
for long missions.
A true sentinel of the seas, the Pointe-auPère LIGHTHOUSE, one of the tallest in
Canada, helped countless seafarers brave
storms and fog. Climb its 128 steps and
admire its sophisticated optical equipment.
You’ll also get a unique view of the St.
Lawrence, which widens out into an inland
sea at this point.

The exhibition in the EMPRESS OF
IRELAND pavilion presents the story of this
magnificent ship, from its construction to
its horrific end. The Empress went down two
years after Titanic, taking 1,012 men, women
and children to a watery grave. A moving
film, actual items from the wreck and some
first-hand survivors’ accounts all recreate
the tragic night of May 29, 1914. To mark this
centenary, a new building, Hangar 14, will
house an exhibition depicting society back
then, before the famous ocean liner took to
the waves.

4
SITE HISTORIQUE MARITIME
DE LA POINTE-AU-PÈRE
1000 rue du Phare
Rimouski, Quebec G5M 1L8
Tel.: 418 724-6214
www.shmp.qc.ca
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Children can pretend to be OLD-TIME
DIVERS as they explore a “wreck” and check
out a submarine just their size!

SPEND THE NIGHT!
Looking for somewhere
unusual to sleep?
Climb aboard the Onondaga
and re-emerge the next
morning, after spending the
night under the command
of an experienced captain.
The goal is to obtain your
stripes as a submariner.
Join “The Dolphins” for an
unforgettable experience!

EXPLORAMER
10

EXPLORING
THE DEEPS!

Would you like to get a close-up look at life on the St. Lawrence River?
With its sea excursions and Aquarium Park, Exploramer gives visitors
a close-up look at a world full of extraordinary life forms of all kinds.

MUSEUM
EXPERIENCES
Explore our TOUCH PONDS with our naturalist guides. What a treat to touch and hold
odd creatures from the bottom of the sea:
limpets, crabs, sea cucumbers, sea stars
and more.
Our AQUARIUMS are home to fish that live
at different depths and some astonishing
creatures, including blue lobsters, frilled
anemones, winter skates and jellyfish.
Are you looking for the tang of salty air?
Come on a SEA EXCURSION and admire
some breathtaking landscapes (even more
splendid if a whale happens to surface
nearby). You can help collect scientific data
or haul in crab and whelk traps.

Explore the SHORELINE at low tide: pull
on hip waders and follow the guide to learn
about the plants and animals that live along
the shore.
INTERACTIVE EXHIBITIONS offer a new
look at the biodiversity of the ecosystems in
the St. Lawrence and how humans interact
with this “sea.” Have you ever tried to look at
the world through a whale’s eyes? Your children will have a fun time hunting for treasure
hidden deep beneath the waves.

5
EXPLORAMER
1 rue du Quai
Sainte-Anne-des-Monts, Quebec
G4V 2B6
Tel.: 418 763-2500
www.exploramer.qc.ca
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LOOKING FOR
SMARTER SEAFOOD
Exploramer’s “Smarter
Seafood” program certifies
restaurants and fish stores
that encourage sound
management of marine
resources by offering
lesser-known species from
the St. Lawrence, thereby
decreasing overfishing
of certain species.
Look for the blue fork logo!
Our La Mer à boire caféterrace offers a certified
menu — try it and make
some discoveries!

MUSÉE
DE LA
GASPÉSIE
12

SET SAIL FOR
A WONDERFUL
STORY

From the Mi’kmaq to Acadians, from Jersey Islanders to Brits, people
from all over have landed in the Gaspé over the centuries. The peninsula
still bears the traces of old-time maritime traditions, cultures and
accents. Come learn about the region’s spellbinding history in the
all-new, decidedly contemporary Musée de la Gaspésie building!

MUSEUM
EXPERIENCES
The permanent EXHIBITION offers a different way of “touring” the peninsula. From
west to east, between sea and mountains,
from yesterday to today, set off on an epic
journey to meet the men and women who
tamed this vast region.
Consult the current PROGRAM for information on our temporary exhibitions and
cultural activities.

Would you like to know whether one or
more of your ancestors played a part in
the region’s history, or to learn more about
traditional fishing techniques, for instance?
Ask the Museum’s archivist, captain of over
488 linear metres of ARCHIVES, thousands
of publications and databases. He’ll be happy
to help you find the answer.

6
MUSÉE DE LA GASPÉSIE
80 boulevard de Gaspé
Gaspé, Quebec G4X 1A9
Tel.: 418 368-1534
www.museedelagaspesie.ca
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BEFORE YOU LEAVE …
Drop into La Muse, the gift
shop, where you’ll find
a great selection of items,
95% of them made in the
Gaspé and 100% made
in Quebec!

BANC-DE-PÊCHEDE-PASPÉBIAC
HISTORIC SITE

14

-

NETTING
200 YEARS OF
FISHING STORIES

The walls of the striking buildings of the Banc-de-Pêche-de-Paspébiac historic
site seem to echo with voices. They tell tales of miraculous catches, salting and
drying tonnes of cod and the daily lives of the fishermen, carpenters, coopers
and blacksmiths who made this site the hub of the Gulf of St. Lawrence fishing
industry. It’s a site brimming with history, tucked between the land and the sea.

MUSEUM
EXPERIENCES
Visit eight of the eleven PERIOD BUILDINGS,
including the cook-room, office, carpentry
shop, blacksmith’s shop, cooperage, powder
magazine, shed and LeBoutillier warehouse
— the largest wooden building in North
America, erected between 1845 and 1850.
Explore two EXHIBITIONS! The exhibition
in the LeBoutillier warehouse tells the story
of Paspébiac as the historic capital of fishing
in the Gaspé, the international growth of the
local fishing industry, spurred by companies
from the island of Jersey, and the lives of the
people who shaped this part of the country.
In the carpentry shop, you can learn all about
the busy Robin shipyard in the 19th century.

You can watch PRESENTATIONS and
DEMONSTRATIONS of traditional boatbuilding techniques, fishing net mending, blacksmithing and cooperage (barrel making).
Before setting sail, visit the La Barge
GIFTSHOP, featuring Gaspé handicrafts and
tasty fare.

7
BANC-DE-PÊCHE-DE-PASPÉBIAC
HISTORIC SITE
76 3e rue
Paspébiac, Quebec G0C 2K0
Tel.: 418 752-6229
www.shbp.ca
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BREATHE IN
THAT SALTY AIR
Stroll along the path next
to the beach and head to
the wharf. If you’ve worked
up an appetite on your
walk, drop into L’Ancre,
the site’s restaurant, for
delicious traditional fish
and seafood dishes.

MUSÉE D’HISTOIRE NATURELLE
DU

PARC
NATIONAL
DE
MIGUASHA

16

MEET OUR
ANCESTORS,
FISHES!

Did you know that the thousands of fish fossils discovered in the cliffs of the
Parc national de Miguasha, many of them exceptionally well preserved, earned this
Gaspé site a place on the UNESCO list of Natural World Heritage Sites? No place
on Earth is as packed with information about the Devonian period, the “Age of
Fishes,“ during which the first land-dwelling vertebrates eventually appeared.

MUSEUM
EXPERIENCES
Get ready to explore a Gaspé peninsula very
different from the one we know today. You’ll
be fascinated by the magnificent fossils
showcased in a EXHIBITION that takes you
far, far back in time, to the “Age of Fishes,”
some 380 million years ago. Meet your
ancient ancestors and follow them through
the sands of time and evolution.
Say hello to ELPI, THE KING OF MIGUASHA!
The fossil of Elpistostege watsoni (or Elpi to
those in the know), just recently unearthed
at Miguasha, could be the remains of our
closest finned relative. This exceptional
discovery, the only one of its kind, received
immediate worldwide acclaim. Starting in
summer 2014, visitors can see this evidence
of evolution of life on Earth, brought to light
for the first time in 380 million years!

The TEACHING LABORATORY will give you
a hands-on introduction to the fascinating
world of palaeontology. What do the fossils
at Miguasha look like when they are found?
How are they prepared for study?
Don’t miss the chance to head down to the
shores of Chaleur Bay and see the FOSSILBEARING CLIFF. Let our guide explain its
secrets. A FOOTPATH with interpretation
panels also leads you through the wonderful
story of life on Earth.

8
MUSÉE D’HISTOIRE NATURELLE
DU PARC NATIONAL DE MIGUASHA
231 route Miguasha Ouest
Nouvelle, Quebec G0C 2E0
Tel.: 418 794-2475
www.sepaq.com
(Parcs Québec tab, then Miguasha)

Famous representatives of the fossil fauna of
Miguasha are waiting for you in the outdoor
amphitheatre, in a PUPPET SHOW on an
evolutionary theme. Fun for all ages!

A UNIQUE GIFT SHOP
AND RESTAURANT
FOR A UNIQUE SITE
Step into the lovely restaurantterrace for some delicious
local fare: crab, shrimp,
smoked salmon or lobster.
The gift shop is overflowing
with unusual local items
made from natural materials,
including semiprecious
stones. You’ll also find plenty
of informative books on the
natural sciences.

17

MUSÉE
DE LA
MER
18

MAGDALEN
MEMORIES

The hardships of everyday life and the endless horizon have
shaped Magdalen Islanders’ strong identity and unique culture.
Their extraordinary story began at La Grave, the islands’ oldest
fishing harbour. The Musée de la Mer, with its attractive contemporary
architecture, is the perfect place to learn about their colourful past.

MUSEUM
EXPERIENCES
T h e M u s e u m ’s a l l - n ew p e r m a n e n t
EXHIBITION is full of evocative items,
images, historic documents and cultural
heritage items. You’ll marvel at the islanders’
ingenuity, hear tales of waiting for stormtossed boats, peek inside cosy homes, and
more.
C h e ck o u t th e c u r re nt te m p o ra r y
EXHIBITION for some Magdalen Island history, culture or heritage — or local artists’
or artisans’ perspectives on the Islands’ soul
and beauty.

The lobby might even be turned into a third
exhibition space when you visit. Or perhaps
you’ll be lucky enough to visit on one of the
days when visitors are welcomed behind the
scenes, to see its collections. And don’t miss
the DISPLAY CASES in the local shopping
centre, Place des Îles , which the Museum
loves to fill with old photographs reminding
people of the schools, winter sports and
Christmases of yore.

9
MUSÉE DE LA MER
1023 chemin de la Grave
Havre-Aubert, Quebec G4T 9C8
Tel.: 418 937-5711
www.museedelamer-im.com
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There’s always lots for KIDS to do at the
Museum, too. See for yourself in the program
of activities.

FAMILY PHOTOGRAPHS
Perhaps you recognized your
grandfather, your father’s
high school or a building that’s
no longer there in one of
the photographs on display?
The Museum would be happy
to copy any of the photos in its
collection and lend a hand with
your genealogical research.
Ask us!

PARC
MARITIME
DE SAINT-LAURENT
20

ISLAND
FUN

There are so many wonderful things to do on Île d’Orléans, and one
of the best is visiting the Parc maritime de Saint-Laurent. In addition to
its superb view of the River and the South Shore, this enchanting site offers
day visitors to the island an opportunity to explore its fascinating heritage.
Did you know that at one time some 400 longboats were built in
Saint-Laurent-de-l’Île-d’Orléans every year? You can still smell the sawdust!
Whether alone or with friends or family, come drop anchor and stay a while!

MUSEUM
EXPERIENCES
Old-time photographs, anecdotes and memories … DIGITAL GUIDE IN HAND, you can
explore the all-new permanent exhibition
that tells the story of the Saint-Laurent shipyard — the island’s main industry for over half
a century — and learn about the islanders’
often demanding lives.

Check out our made-to-measure SUMMER
PROGRAM with something for everyone.
Temporary exhibitions, lectures on nautical
themes, a chance to meet authors and artists
… Île d’Orléans has plenty to be enthusiastic
about and lots of people eager to share their
love of the island.

Enjoy our INTERACTIVE WORKSHOPS
and learn how to tie all kinds of knots that
sailors have to know! Then head over to the
Godbout rowboat shop for the boat builder’s
challenge. Find out how to choose the right
kind of wood to build an attractive and sound
boat.

Bring the kids! There’s loads of FAMILY FUN
in store all summer long. Youngsters will
delight in hearing local legends and gathering the mysterious ingredients for a magic
potion as they try to save the sorcerer’s son.

10
PARC MARITIME DE SAINT-LAURENT
120 chemin de la Chalouperie
Saint-Laurent-de-l’Île-d’Orléans, Quebec
G0A 3Z0
Tel.: 418 828-9673
www.parcmaritime.ca
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BON APPÉTIT!
There’s a lovely picnic area
right down by the water.
You’ll find plenty of shade,
refreshments for sale, and
the village grocery store
just a five-minute walk away!

MUSÉE
MARITIME
DE
CHARLEVOIX
22

OF GULLS
AND SCHOONERS

Set between the St. Lawrence and the mountains, the stunning
village of Saint-Joseph-de-la-Rive has everything to charm visitors,
including the rich heritage along its shore. The Musée maritime
de Charlevoix, housed in an old shipyard, will whisk you back to
the heyday of the wooden schooners that once plied these waters.

MUSEUM
EXPERIENCES
Learn about the history of the St. Lawrence
schooners in an all-new permanent
EXHIBITION.
Explore various highlights and exhibitions
around the SITE, including a thematic building, the sawmill, the stores, the workshop,
the winch and skid, and even some boats that
earned their retirement after many years
of service! It’s a tremendous opportunity
to delve into the history of navigation and
understand the contribution these schooners
made to Quebec’s economic development.
Visiting with kids? Let them lead the way,
on a TREASURE HUNT filled with games,
riddles and boatloads of fun.

CLIMB ABOARD two of the last relics of the
St. Lawrence coastal trade: the Jean-Yvan
and Saint-André schooners, both built using
traditional methods. Get a look at shipboard
life, the carpenters’ trade, the springtime
launch, fall drydocking and more … just like
in the good old days.

11
MUSÉE MARITIME DE CHARLEVOIX
305 rue de l’Église
Saint-Joseph-de-la-Rive, Quebec
G0A 3Y0
Tel.: 418 635-1131
www.museemaritime.com

And why not join the crew of the FÉLICIA , a
1923 tugboat, for a while? You’ll be assigned
some important chores in the machine room,
wheelhouse, crew’s quarters or communications room!
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In summer, the MARIE CLARISSE will be
docking in Quebec City. Head to the Bassin
Louise marina, where you can take a free
tour of this schooner. Its “crew” will usher
you back to the 1930s with a fun and
exciting tour.

ALL ABOARD!
Right near the Museum,
you can hop aboard the
train that runs between
the St. Lawrence and the
mountains, from Saint-Josephde-la-Rive to Baie-Saint-Paul.
Relax, sit back and don’t
miss a minute of the
breathtaking scenery.

CENTRE
D’INTERPRÉTATION
DES

MAMMIFÈRES
MARINS

24

IN SEARCH
OF WHALES

Two giant rivers meet at Tadoussac. At the junction of the St. Lawrence
Estuary and the Saguenay River, as the underwater relief and the tides
combine to stir up the water, huge quantities of nutrients well up toward
the surface. This feast in turn attracts a dozen species of whales! A visit
to the Centre d’interprétation des mammifères marins is an ideal way to
prepare for a whale-watching excursion or even an excellent alternative.

MUSEUM
EXPERIENCES
In our INTERACTIVE EXHIBITION, see how
long you can hold your breath as compared
with a whale. Listen to some entrancing
underwater songs. Become an assistant
researcher. And if you dare, touch the skull
and teeth of a 13-metre long whale skeleton
“swimming” overhead!

Our all-new GARDEN, created in co-
operation with the Jardins de Métis, will give
you an introduction to the diversity and
beauty of plant life along the North Shore.
Take the opportunity to join in a whale
singing class, offered several times a day.
It’s irresistible!

Check the MAP at the Centre for a weekly
report on whale sightings. Our naturalists
will also be pleased to share their knowledge
and stories with you. Even though they’ve
seen plenty of whales, they’ll tell you it’s an
experience they never tire of.

Round out your visit with a trip to the GIFT
SHOP, where you’ll find quality toys, clothing and books. Your purchases contribute
directly to the Centre’s research activities.

12
CENTRE D’INTERPRÉTATION
DES MAMMIFÈRES MARINS
108 rue de la Cale-Sèche
Tadoussac, Quebec G0T 2A0
Tel.: 418 235-4701
www.baleinesendirect.org
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Don’t miss the magnificent Meetings with
Whales of the St. Lawrence DOCUMENTARY
co-produced by biologist Jean Lemire and
Alain Belhumeur.

WHALE-WATCHING
ON THE WEB
The Groupe de recherche
et d’éducation sur les
mammifères marins (GREMM),
which manages the Centre,
studies marine mammals and
their environment and shares
its findings. See its website,
www.baleinesendirect.org,
for an “ocean” of information.
Dive in!

MUSÉE
DU
FJORD
26

DEEP
SECRETS

The Saguenay Fjord — one of the world’s longest — offers an absolutely grandiose
panorama. The Musée du Fjord celebrates this spectacular landscape and reveals
its secrets, with unforgettable experiences combining science and culture.

MUSEUM
EXPERIENCES
“Dive” into these incredibly rich waters
as you admire the impressive FJORD
AQUARIUM: 53,000 litres of saltwater, home
to more than 400 fish and invertebrates. You
can even get a first-hand experience in our
TOUCH POOL.
Don the headphones, flip the switch to
choose one of the five languages available
and embark on a fantastic Journey to the
Heart of the Saguenay Fjord! This new
MULTIMEDIA SHOW lets you see how the
fjord formed 900 million years ago. You’ll
view it from high above and from its depths,
at 278 m.

History buffs won’t want to miss the Roots
and dreams: a fresh look at the Saguenay–
Lac-Saint-Jean region EXHIBITION, which
traces the growth of the region from the
arrival of the first settlers, in 1838. The
Museum also presents a number of temporary exhibitions every year.
Check out the VIVARIUM, and get a close-up
look at some colourful insects, curious crustaceans and other tiny creatures. Fun for
visitors of all ages.

13
MUSÉE DU FJORD
3346 boulevard de la Grade-Baie Sud
Ville de Saguenay, La Baie borough,
Quebec G7B 1G2
Tel. : 418 697-5077
(toll free: 1 866 697-5077)
www.museedufjord.com

Join one of the SCIENTIFIC EXCURSIONS.
Feel the life beneath your feet as you roam
the shore and admire the view from a
different perspective!

CALLING ALL CYCLISTS
The Route verte cycling trail
passes just in front of the
museum. If you have calves
of steel, the Véloroute des
bleuets is not that far away,
and new routes will
be opened soon to link
it with the Saguenay Region.
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MARINE
ENVIRONMENT

DISCOVERY
CENTRE
28

IN THE DEPTHS OF
THE ESTUARY

There are some fascinating plants and animals living in the cold,
rich waters of the St. Lawrence Estuary. Would you like to see them,
without getting wet? Come to the Marine Environment Discovery Centre!

MUSEUM
EXPERIENCES
The Centre’s most popular activity is LIVE
FROM BENEATH THE ST. LAWRENCE .
And with good reason! Seated comfortably in
front of a huge screen, you can watch divers
and a cameraman-naturalist track down and
film the marvels beneath the waves — just for
you! You can even talk to them underwater!
Take a seat in the outdoor AMPHITHEATRE.
Nature interpreters will tell you about scuba
diving, surprises in the marine environment,
research into fish populations and … wait!
Is that a whale out there? Take a look through
the binoculars provided and see for yourself.

The Centre’s interactive and highly accessible EXHIBITION also introduces visitors to
the St. Lawrence, in particular with the help
of a 5-metre long model. You can also learn
about local plants and wildlife and listen to
first-hand accounts of how people’s relationships with the River have changed over
the years.

14
MARINE ENVIRONMENT
DISCOVERY CENTRE
41 rue des Pilotes
Les Escoumins, Quebec G0T 1K0
Tel.: 418 233-4414
www.parcmarin.qc.ca (Lots to Discover
tab, then Discovery Network)

DIVERS COME TO
LES ESCOUMINS FROM
AROUND THE GLOBE
Did you know that Les
Escoumins is renowned
worldwide as a cold saltwater
diving experience? There are
three easy-access sites and
plenty of services (equipment
rental, tank filling, etc.)
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JARDIN
DES
GLACIERS
30

ICY
ADVENTURE!

The Jardin des glaciers could actually claim to have been created
20,000 years ago! Set in the fabulous Manicouagan-Uapishka World Biosphere
Reserve, it illustrates and explains the wondrous landscapes shaped by the
glaciers long, long ago, when they covered much of North America. It’s a site
like none other in the world, packed with thrilling activities and sensations.

MUSEUM
EXPERIENCES
The heart of the MULTIMEDIA ZONE is
20,000 Years under the Ice, a Boreal
Adventure, a MULTIMEDIA SHOW taking
you all the way back to the last ice age and
even deep inside a glacier!
The Of Glaciers and Men EXHIBITION
explores the parallel movements of ice and
humans long ago. It will also give you the
tools you need to read the “signatures” of
glaciers on the shoreline.

In the MARITIME ADVENTURE PARK,
marvel at an exceptional geological phenomenon: a HEAP OF SEASHELLS 5 to
15 metres high, left by a glacier 10,000 years
ago. Follow a guide through this “seashell
valley” for digs, identification and interpretation activities.

15
JARDIN DES GLACIERS
3 avenue Denonville
Baie-Comeau, Quebec G4Z 2W6
Tel.: 418 296-0182
www.lejardindesglaciers.com
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DO YOU ENJOY HIKING?
Then you’ll love our 35-km
network of signposted trails.
Each one leads to a spot
along the shore where you
can examine post-glacial
phenomena, with clear
explanations on site.

TO CONTACT US:
SOCIÉTÉ DES MUSÉES DU QUÉBEC
P.O. Box 8888, Centre-ville Station
Montreal, Quebec H3C 3P8
Tel: 514 987-3264
museesadecouvrir@smq.qc.ca
www.musees.qc.ca

EXPLORE THE
ST. LAWRENCE RIVER
CREATE YOUR OWN

MUSEUM
ROUTE!
Whether you’re driving along the South Shore or the North
Shore or even crossing the river on a ferry, whether you’re
coming from Quebec City or elsewhere, the St. Lawrence
is always there. Immense, magnificent, with vast horizons,
lingering sunsets and fresh salty air. Get to know it better
this summer, by including some of these captivating “ports”
on your itinerary. The winds are favourable, and you’ll find
a great choice of museums with a true seafarer’s soul!

Manicouagan

Baie-Comeau

13

Charlevoix
Saint-Joseph-de-la-Rive

Quebec City
& Area
10
Mauricie

1

Laurentides
(Laurentians) Lanaudière

Montréal
Montérégie

MUSEUMS
15 WATERFRONT

4

14

Rimouski

Tadoussac

R
ce

en
wr
La

5
Sainte-Annedes-Monts

Newfoundland
and Labrador

6

Matane

Gaspé

Gaspésie
(Gaspé
Peninsula)

To plan your activities, just visit Museums to Discover ! You’ll find information
on current and upcoming major exhibitions throughout Quebec. A detailed
calendar also presents activities and exhibitions day by day, in all regions.
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Whether they are located downtown or in the heart of nature, whether they
are devoted to art, history or science, museums offer hundreds of different
ways to explore Quebec and enjoy the pleasures of cultural tourism.
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Saguenay–
Lac-Saint-Jean

To put together your own tour guide and save, share
and update it as you like, visit itineraires.musees.qc.ca.
You’ll also find details on other museums with a focus on
the St. Lawrence.
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MUSEUM
ROUTES

FOR EXPLORING THE

RIVER

INTERESTED
IN EXPLORING
OTHER THEMES?
AND THERE ARE MORE
SUGGESTED ROUTES TO COME.
STAY TUNED!

itineraires.musees.qc.ca
MUSEUM ROUTES
TO EXPLORE

NEW FRANCE
Combining the past and present
to bring Quebec history to life
Coming soon
MUSEUM ROUTES
TO EXPLORE

FIRST NATIONS
CULTURES
Learn about Native
cultures in Quebec
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•Ministère de la Culture et des Communications
•Ministère du Tourisme

Produced by the Société des musées du Québec
www.musees.qc.ca
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WATERFRONT
MUSEUMS
2nd edition

• Explore the heritage of shipbuilders,
mariners and fishermen
• Thrill to countless adventures
on the St. Lawrence over the years
• Discover astonishing marine life
• Relax in the sunshine, to the sound of the waves

ALL ABOARD!

