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FIRST
NATIONS
INUIT
CULTURES

MUSEUMS
WITH MEMORIES
TO SHARE
• To explore the rich Native cultural heritage
• To witness the convergence of tradition and modernity
• To reconnect with nature and age-old values

TO ENJOY UNFORGETTABLE
EXPERIENCES AND ENCOUNTERS!
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WITH MEMORIES TO SHARE
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EXPLORE
FIRST NATIONS AND
INUIT CULTURES
CREATE YOUR OWN

MUSEUM
ROUTE!
Wherever and whenever you start out, it’s always a good time to learn
more about Native cultural heritage on your own or with your family or
friends! There are no fewer than 16 MUSEUMS beckoning you to see
the world from some new perspectives. It’s a great chance to expand
your horizons.
To put together your own tour guide and save, share and update it as
you like, visit itineraires.musees.qc.ca. You’ll also find details on other
museums with a focus on First Nations and Inuit heritage.

itineraires.musees.qc.ca

FIRST
NATIONS
AND
INUIT CULTURES!

EXPLORE

THE SOCIÉTÉ DES MUSÉES DU QUÉBEC
INVITES YOU TO ENTER THE WORLD
OF THE FIRST PEOPLES
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Did you know that Quebec is home to ten Amerindian nations
and one Inuit nation? Up north, the Inuit have 14 different villages.
Farther south, the Abenakis (Waban-Aki), Algonquins (Anishinabeg),
Attikameks (Atikamekw), Crees (Eeyou), Huron-Wendats, Montagnais (Innus),
Malecites (Wolastoqiyik), Micmacs (Mi’gmaq), Mohawks (Kanien’kehá:ka)
and Naskapis live in several dozen communities. This is your chance
to explore their history, their relationship with the material and spiritual
worlds and their lifestyles with 16 different museum experiences!

STORIES SPANNING
THOUSANDS OF YEARS
The First Nations and Inuit, as the earliest
inhabitants of this land, knew it intimately.
They tamed a natural world both hostile and
generous, devised all kinds of inventions,
created unique art forms … They amassed
a heritage shaped over millennia and a
rich history, passing down their knowledge
orally and adapting it from generation to
generation.

… AND A VERY
VIBRANT PRESENT
These proud storehouses of cultural identity
waiting for you to visit are brought to life by
Native experiences and stories. As you listen
to the words of elders and young people,
you’ll learn about their evolving daily lives,
their accomplishments and their aspirations.
You’ll be impressed by the creative vitality of
their communities!

EXCITING, FASCINATING
MUSEUM EXPERIENCES
In addition to admiring the ethnographic
exhibits and traditional or contemporary
artwork, you can fully appreciate Native cultural wealth through a variety of approaches

and activities for all ages: interactive tours,
multimedia screenings, workshops, demonstrations, games, guided tours, virtual
exhibitions, discovery packages and more.
You can even take part in archaeological
digs and contribute to advancing knowledge
about the past!

ARE YOU A NATURE LOVER?
Step inside a tent and listen to legends. Learn
the secrets of an Iroquoian garden. Stroll
through a maple stand. Listen to a babbling
river. Spend the night in a longhouse in a
palisaded village. If it’s snowing, pull on your
snowshoes and work up an appetite for some
traditional fare. All these unique celebrations
of the natural world are waiting for you,
under the sun or the stars.

BUT ABOVE ALL …
The First Nations and Inuit invented trade
networks and have always emphasized the
importance of hospitality and the well-being
of the group. Let them welcome you in turn.
The guides, often Natives themselves, will
usher you into these inspiring, welcoming
worlds and make you want to explore even
further. For what could be better than learning, experiencing and making new friends?

Consider yourself invited.
Now drive, bike, pedal, paddle or fly away in search of new and
authentic experiences, the unexpected, fun and good times!
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MONTRÉAL SPACE FOR LIFE

MONTRÉAL

4

BOTANICAL
GARDEN

THE FIRST NATIONS
GARDEN … FOR YOU
TO EXPLORE

The largest garden devoted to the First Nations and Inuit in North America
— a 25,000 m2 shady space lined with paths and dotted with sunny sites —
awaits you at the Botanical Garden, at Montréal Space for Life. Enjoy a unique
feast for the senses as you learn about age-old cultures and lifestyles.
Summer and winter, by day and sometimes even by night, come and be inspired!

MUSEUM
EXPERIENCES
As you stroll through the FIRST NATIONS
GARDEN, leave the hustle and bustle of the
city behind to get close to Mother Earth or
take part in an activity led by a Native guide.
Under a curved roof — where the ceiling looks
like the underside of a canoe you might be
portaging — the Knowledge and Know-How
EXHIBITION will introduce you to some
creations by Native artists and master craftspeople: ash splint baskets, caribou antler
tools, a birchbark canoe, a tikinagan (baby
carrier) and more.
In summer, awaken your senses as you
stretch out in a tent and LISTEN TO
LEGENDS on a pallet of fir boughs with a
storyteller, musician or singer. Or simply
enjoy the peace and quiet as you relax and
inhale the sweet fragrance.

Starting in autumn 2015, the popular Gardens
of Light EVENT will be even more magical,
as the First Nations Garden will be illuminated, along with the Chinese and Japanese
Gardens! For First Nations and Inuit people,
the night is full of dreams and sometimes
devious spirits. Come experience it for yourself and share the respect that Native people
feel for the forces of nature.

1
MONTRÉAL BOTANICAL GARDEN
4101 rue Sherbrooke Est
Montréal, Quebec H1X 2B2
Tel.: 514 872-1400
www.espacepourlavie.ca/en/
botanical-garden
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A peat bog is a strange and fascinating place
full of plants that grow without roots. Visit
the Garden’s bog and take part in “Earth
That Grows,” the Boreal Forest Muskeg, an
ACTIVITY where you can learn some of the
secrets of this age-old plant community and
pick up some ancient Native know-how.

“HOW ABOUT A TRIP
TO THE GARDEN?”
Your friends or family are
sure to want to join you, over
and over again. For the Montréal
Botanical Garden is full of so
many delights to experience.
Trees, shrubs, flowers, scents,
sparrows, ducks, sunshine and
warmth or even snow await you,
along with a fascinating program
of activities that changes with
the seasons.

POINTE-ÀCALLIÈRE
THE MONTRÉAL
ARCHAEOLOGY AND
HISTORY COMPLEX
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WHERE
IT ALL
BEGAN FOR
MONTRÉAL

Rising above Montréal’s birthplace and recognized as an archaeological
and historic site of national importance, Pointe-à-Callière has everything
you could imagine to make you want to visit over and over again:
from exhibitions to a multimedia show, a fun and interactive approach,
festive gatherings, and in situ remains. It’s the perfect place to learn
all about how Natives were the first people to come to the island
of Montréal, and about their contact with French fur traders!

MUSEUM
EXPERIENCES
Projected on a 270-degree screen and on
the archaeological remains themselves,
the immersive Yours Truly, Montréal
MULTIMEDIA SHOW will thrill you with key
moments in the city’s history.
Go underground to explore remains and
artifacts unearthed during digs conducted
before the Museum opened, along with a
giant model and virtual historic figures. The
Where Montréal Was Born EXHIBITION will
lead you through six centuries of history.
In 1701, Louis-Hector de Callière, Governor of
New France, and 39 Native chiefs gathered
on Callière Point to sign a treaty putting an
end to nearly a century of conflict. Celebrate
this important chapter in our history as you
admire the gorgeous panoramic stained
glass created by Nicolas Sollogoub and the
sculpture in an outdoor SQUARE MARKING
THE GREAT PEACE OF MONTRÉAL.

In late August, follow in the footsteps of
Montrealers of yore and do your shopping
in Place Royale, at the 18th-century PUBLIC
MARKET, where you’ll find overflowing
stalls, craftspeople, musicians, historic
figures … and a Native encampment.
Does someone in your family have what
it takes to be an archaeologist? Bring
the kids to the ARCHAEO-ADVENTURE
WORKSHOP and pick up your trowels,
whisks, and pencils! What do you think you’ll
find?

2
POINTE-À-CALLIÈRE,
MONTRÉAL ARCHAEOLOGY
AND HISTORY COMPLEX
350 Place Royale
Old Montreal, Quebec H2Y 3Y5
Tel.: 514 872-9150
www.pacmusee.qc.ca
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In a NEW EXHIBITION AND ACTIVITY
SPACE just for families, learn about the
day-to-day lives of the Iroquoians who lived
in longhouses and cultivated corn along the
St. Lawrence River.

HAVE YOU BEEN
TO THE MUSEUM SHOP?
Located on the second
floor of the Mariners’
House — National Bank
Building, the Museum Shop
is where you’ll find Native
art, decorative accessories,
original jewellery, books and
games to fascinate children,
attractive books on history
and archaeology!

McCORD
MUSEUM
8

SAFEGUARDING
NATIVE
CULTURES

The McCord Museum was founded in 1921, making it one of the oldest
in the country. It showcases the social history of Montréal of yesterday and today.
In addition, it is home to one of the largest historical collections in North America,
consisting of First Peoples objects, costumes and textiles, photographs,
decorative and visual artworks, prints and textual archives, totalling more
than 1.4 million artifacts, many of them stunningly beautiful. Come see all these
wonders in the Museum’s exhibitions and educational and cultural activities!

MUSEUM
EXPERIENCES
You can admire some one hundred garments
and accessories dating from the late 19 th
century to the modern day as you explore
First Peoples cultures in Wearing Our
Identity. The First Peoples Collection. This
permanent EXHIBITION focuses on four
themes — Wearing Who I Am, Wearing Our
Culture, Wearing Our History and Wearing
Our Beliefs. Some 85% of the objects in the
exhibition are rotated every year, to preserve
the fragile artifacts in the displays.
The exhibition takes a contemporary
approach. There are touchscreens where
you can view testimonials by well-known
members of various communities, videos
on a host of subjects, iPad screens with
additional information, and more. There
are regular GUIDED TOURS in English and
French. Consult the Website.

There’s also a fun and educational
TREASURE HUNT that kids are sure to love,
to accompany the exhibition! On Sundays,
they can let their imaginations soar during
Story Hour with exhibition-related tales and
Aboriginal legends.

3
McCORD MUSEUM
690 Sherbrooke Street West
Montréal, Quebec H3A 1E9
Tel.: 514 398-7100
www.mccord-museum.qc.ca

Twice a year, Aboriginal guest artist and curator Nadia Myre selects new contemporary
ARTWORK BY ABORIGINAL ARTISTS
who explore the notion of identity. Film
screenings and special events are regularly
organized to mark these occasions.
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BEFORE HEADING HOME
Don’t leave the Museum
without visiting the Boutique!
The gift shop carries all kinds
of decorative items, jewellery,
prints and cards made by
Aboriginal artists.

MUSEUM
FINE ARTS

MONTRÉAL
OF

10

MULTIPLE
PERSPECTIVES

With over one million visitors a year, the Montreal Museum of Fine Arts is one
of the most popular museums in the country. It is renowned for its encyclopedic
collection featuring over 41,000 works of art — the only one of its kind
in Canada — and its original temporary exhibitions. Explore its four pavilions,
including the Claire and Marc Bourgie Pavilion of Quebec and Canadian Art,
which showcases over one hundred Inuit and Aboriginal works of art.

MUSEUM
EXPERIENCES
The INUIT ART collection, which takes up
the entire fourth level of the Claire and Marc
Bourgie Pavilion of Quebec and Canadian
Art, bears witness to the Inuit artistic practice, past and present. It illustrates how the
Inuit identity draws on both ancient legends
and modern-day changes to their way of life.
On Level 3, early and contemporary
ABORIGINAL ART is showcased in the
Founding Identities gallery, highlighting the
critical and introspective perspectives of the
First Nations regarding their contact with
Europeans.
The Museum offers a host of CREATIVE
WORKSHOPS and CULTURAL ACTIVITIES
for the whole family in connection with the
Museum’s collections.

To get even more out of your visit, pick up an
MMFA AUDIOGUIDE and listen to comments
on 75 key works in the collection of Quebec
and Canadian art, excerpts from interviews
with artists from the CBC archives, as well as
musical selections. There is a regular schedule of GUIDED TOURS of the collection
offered by the Museum’s Volunteer Guides.
You can also check out the Museum’s
VIRTUAL EXHIBITION, Discover Quebec
& Canadian Art (mbam.qc.ca/educart).
Whether you’re looking to document a project, find inspiration, prepare for a visit or
simply have fun, you’ll find everything you
need! The publication Quebec and Canadian
Art: The Montreal Museum of Fine Arts’
Collection is another fabulous reference tool.

4
MONTREAL MUSEUM OF FINE ARTS
1380 Sherbrooke Street West
Montreal, Quebec H3G 1J5
Tel.: 514 285-2000;
toll free: 1 800 899-MUSE
www.mbam.qc.ca/en
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BOURGIE HALL:
A UNIQUE CONCERT VENUE
The Pavilion of Quebec and
Canadian Art is also home
to a 444-seat concert hall.
Bourgie Hall features high-quality
acoustics and a beautiful decor
that includes a rare collection
of Tiffany stained glass windows.
Every year, it hosts over one
hundred concerts and a wide
range of educational and cultural
activities related to music and
the fine arts. It offers music
lovers programming that reflects
the Museum’s encyclopedic
diversity.

THE

CANADIAN
GUILD
OF
CRAFTS
12

ART,
CULTURE AND
HISTORY

The Canadian Guild of Crafts, in downtown Montréal, was founded
in 1906. It’s the perfect place to admire a splendid permanent collection
of First Nations artifacts and one of the most remarkable collections of Inuit
art in Canada. You can also discover the contemporary creations of Canadian
artists and artisans at the Gallery, and enjoy its fascinating activities!

MUSEUM
EXPERIENCES
The ART OF THE FIRST NATIONS
COLLECTION (late 19 th century–mid-20 th
century) features Native artwork made from
unusual materials including hides, bark, porcupine quills and cedar roots, with decorative
details and production techniques that have
evolved over the years.
The INUIT ART COLLECTION (1900 to
today), with its works made of ivory, soapstone, fur and bone, focuses on the evolution
from symbolic, traditional Eskimo art to
contemporary Inuit art.

The GALLERY organizes about ten temporary exhibitions each year, showcasing
contemporary, recognized or emerging Inuit
and First Nations artists and artisans.
It offers GUIDED TOURS of the collections
and gallery, along with WORKSHOPS and
LECTURES. Check it out!
The GIFT SHOP offers an impressive selection of unique objects and works of art by
Canadian artists and artisans. They make
original gift ideas!

5
CANADIAN GUILD OF CRAFTS
1460 Sherbrooke Street West, Suite B
Montréal, Quebec H3G 1K4
Tel.: 514 849-6091
www.canadianguildofcrafts.com
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COLLECTIVE HERITAGE
The archives hold a variety
of documents on the history
of the Guild, First Nations and
Inuit art and Canadian arts
and crafts. They preserve an
important part of our Native
and ethnocultural artistic and
cultural heritage. In addition,
they document the role played
by the Guild’s founders and
those who have come after them
in encouraging and promoting
crafts in Canada and Inuit and
First Nations art.

MAISON NIVARDDE
SAINT-DIZIER
MUSEUM AND ARCHAEOLOGICAL SITE
14

AN ANCIENT
STOPPING PLACE

The Maison Nivard-De Saint-Dizier, built in 1710 overlooking the
St. Lawrence River, in Verdun, is one of the oldest buildings on Montréal
Island. What’s more, it’s located on the largest prehistoric site ever discovered
in Montréal. Over 5,500 years ago, Native people pulled into this natural
harbour to portage around the rapids, and they left evidence of their passing:
remains of firepits and more than 16,000 Native artifacts, including projectile
points, potsherds, scrapers and more. Now it’s your turn to stop here!

MUSEUM
EXPERIENCES
Step back in time! The permanent
EXHIBITION showcases the treasures
unearthed during archaeological digs conducted here, demonstrating just how popular
this site was with First Nations people over
the years. You can also admire the 300-year
old building and some of the finds made
when it was restored recently.

To learn all about Native history, there’s
nothing like getting your hands a bit dirty.
The whole family can join the SIMULATED
ARCHAEOLOGICAL DIGS every weekend
(except when it rains), and turn up some very
realistic-looking discoveries!
E n j o y t h e m u s e u m ’ s C U LT U R A L
ACTIVITIES for all ages: fishhook- and
Native pottery-making workshops, lectures
on Native settlement patterns, Native storytelling evenings, and much more.

6
MAISON NIVARD-DE SAINT-DIZIER,
MUSEUM AND ARCHAEOLOGICAL SITE
7244 boulevard LaSalle
Montréal, Quebec H4H 1R4
Tel.: 514 765-7284;
off-season: 514 765-7175
www.maisonnivard-de-saint-dizier.com
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ON THE BIKE PATH
Is the museum closed
when you drop by on
your bike or in-line skates?
No problem! Check out
the nine outdoor panels
recounting the prehistory
and history of this
strategically located site.

MAISON
AMÉRINDIENNE
LA
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IN THE HEART
OF A HERITAGE
MAPLE STAND

Nestled in a splendid maple stand at the foot of Mont-Saint-Hilaire,
La Maison amérindienne, a Native-run “multi-nation” museum,
is a social economy cultural enterprise, an exhibition centre and a hub
of environmental, agricultural and food-related activities. More than any
of that, though, it’s a place where people can come together and share!

MUSEUM
EXPERIENCES
Stroll along the maple INTERPRETATION
TRAIL, step into the VEGETABLE PATCH,
where you can see the Iroquois “Three
Sisters” — corn, beans and pumpkins —
growing together and helping one another,
and visit the wild berry GARDEN, sure to
whet your appetite … For the Native meal
you reserved before heading out?
Long before Europeans arrived, Natives had
discovered how tasty and sweet maple sap
could be. Visit the permanent EXHIBITION
and learn all about traditional maple syrup
making.
In the SALON RIOPELLE, you can admire
artwork and other objects donated to the
museum by painter Jean-Paul Riopelle,
who was a great outdoor enthusiast and
faithful friend of the museum and of the
First Nations.

There are all kinds of fascinating A
 CTIVITIES
to keep you coming back all year long.
• A free festival where you and your family
can canoe or kayak down part of the
Richelieu River. You’ll be invited to take
breaks from paddling along the way and
enjoy some “heritage moments”. It’s a terrific way to learn about the role played by
the “Iroquois river.”
• Fascinated by New France? During the fur
trade fair re-enactment, tents and tipis are
pitched in the maple stand. Come meet a
host of characters, from Natives to coureurs
des bois, a tanner, shoemaker, herbalist,
candlemaker, innkeeper, habitant farmer …
• Once the mercury drops and the trees are
ablaze with their fall colours, reserve for
a very special Native meal. Learn how the
recipe for the cassoulet you’ll be served
might well have been invented by the
Iroquoians of the Richelieu Valley, who used
to simmer beans and duck in clay pots!

7
LA MAISON AMÉRINDIENNE
510 Montée des Trente
Mont-Saint-Hilaire, Quebec J3H 2R8
Tel.: 450 464-2500
www.maisonamerindienne.com
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MAPLE …
A FEAST FOR THE EYES
AND THE TASTE BUDS
The Maison amérindienne
manages a unique urban
maple stand and showcases
maple-related Native
traditions. Come celebrate
sugaring-off time at
the museum or stop in
at the café for a delicious
slice of sugar pie!

POINTEDU-BUISSON
MUSÉE QUÉBÉCOIS
D‘ARCHÉOLOGIE
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GRAB A
TROWEL!

Visit Pointe-du-Buisson and step into a time machine. Archaeological digs have
been conducted here for half a century, and the in situ museum will transport
you back to prehistoric Quebec, nearly 5,000 years ago. The National Historic
Site on the shore of the St. Lawrence River boasts a very special setting —
in one of the largest sugar maple-hickory stands in southern Quebec and near
fish-filled rapids that have attracted prehistoric, historic and contemporary
people to visit and settle here over the years. Come experience archaeology!

MUSEUM
EXPERIENCES
The permanent EXHIBITION pays tribute
to all the amateur archaeologists who have
found remarkable evidence of past occupants
of the site over the years. Then it’s your turn
to join the archaeologists on the Pointe-àJonathan dig site and see what you can find.
You’ll be helping to gather knowledge about
the lifestyles of the First Peoples who once
lived around here. It’s an authentic, unforgettable experience for young and old alike!

Every year, the museum devotes a temporary EXHIBITION to a theme related to its
mission. It also displays the work of local and
other artists. You’ll be impressed!
There’s a wide range of EDUCATIONAL
and CULTURAL ACTIVITIES, too. While
archaeology is the central focus at Pointedu-Buisson, lots of emphasis is also placed
on sharing Aboriginal culture, know-how and
daily lifestyles. Check out the website!

8
POINTE-DU-BUISSON /
MUSÉE QUÉBÉCOIS
D‘ARCHÉOLOGIE
333 rue Émond
Beauharnois, Quebec J6N 0E3
Tel.: 450 429-7857
www.pointedubuisson.com
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Some other irresistible attractions: a chance
to handle some ARTIFACTS and REPRODUCTIONS along with an archaeologist.

A GROWING COLLECTION
Pointe-du-Buisson is also
a laboratory-reserve with
4,000 objects and more
than 2 million artifacts
unearthed on the site,
as well as a documentation
centre. And then there
are its ethnological and
iconographic collections,
and an exceptional
collection of local fossils!

DROULERSTSIIONHIAKWATHA
ARCHAEOLOGICAL SITE
INTERPRETATION CENTRE
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AN AMAZING
VOYAGE THROUGH
SPACE AND TIME

Around 1450, some 500 St. Lawrence Iroquoians set up camp on the banks
of the La Guerre River, where the municipality of Saint-Anicet is located today.
Five centuries later, farmer François Droulers found a small axe in one of
his fields … Since then, archaeological digs have unearthed the remains and artifacts
(some 500,000 of them!) of the largest Iroquoian village ever discovered in Quebec.
Just 75 km from Montréal, the Droulers-Tsiionhiakwatha Archaeological Site
Interpretation Centre showcases these fabulous remains and invites visitors inside
a faithfully reconstructed longhouse. It all makes for a fascinating encounter!

MUSEUM
EXPERIENCES
Join the Centre’s expert GUIDES and explore
the palisaded village, the longhouses and
the traditional garden. The fun and informative Kionhekwa exhibition will give you a
close-up look at the lives and traditions of
the 15th-century Iroquoians.
Every Saturday and Sunday in July and
August, there are ACTIVITIES FOR THE
WHOLE FAMILY. Watch a flint-knapping
demonstration, take part in a corn-doll making workshop or taste some traditional fare.

Dreaming of immersing yourself in the
Iroquoian world, with your family or friends?
Why not spend a NIGHT IN A LONGHOUSE?
Along with professional guides, you’ll take
part in two workshops, visit the interpretation centre and enjoy a Native-style supper
and breakfast, not to mention all the interesting lore you’ll hear from the guides — and
an unforgettable night.

9
DROULERS-TSIIONHIAKWATHA
ARCHAEOLOGICAL SITE
INTERPRETATION CENTRE
1800 chemin Leahy
Saint-Anicet, Quebec JOS 1M0
Tel.: 450 264-3030;
off-season: 450 264-5411
www.sitedroulers.ca/en

TENTSITEWAIENA, ECOTOURISM AT ITS BEST
In Mohawk, Tentsitewaiena means “Let’s work together again.”
The Droulers-Tsiionhiakwatha centre, the Lac Saint-François wildlife
reserve and the Mohawk cultural camp on Thompson Island have pooled
their resources and expertise to offer you a fantastic adventure based
on the history and traditions of the Mohawk nation. Discover some
exceptional habitats, in a spirit of co-operation between Natives and
non-Natives and with respect for the environment.
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CANADIAN
MUSEUM
OF
HISTORY
(formerly the Canadian Museum of Civilization)
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HONOURING
THE FIRST
PEOPLES

Overlooking the Ottawa River and boasting a spectacular
view of the Parliament Buildings, the Canadian Museum
of History — the most popular museum in Canada —
gives pride of place to the First Peoples, along with a
virtual exhibition you can explore even before your visit!

MUSEUM
EXPERIENCES
As soon as you step into the six-storey-high
Grand Hall, you can’t miss the world’s largest
indoor TOTEM POLE COLLECTION ! It’s a
fabulous introduction to the history, culture
and beliefs of the First Peoples of Canada’s
Pacific Coast.

You can prepare for your visit by exploring
the The First Peoples of Canada VIRTUAL
EXHIBITION on the Museum website. It’s
another captivating way to learn about the
history of Canada’s Aboriginal peoples from
coast to coast to coast.

Then, in the First Peoples of the Northwest
Coast EXHIBITION, learn more about this
culture that is firmly rooted in history,
but continues to thrive and evolve in the
21st century.

Opening July 1, 2017, the 150 th anniversary of Confederation, the Museum will
present the all-new Canadian History Hall
EXHIBITION. In the meantime, the Grand
Hall, First Peoples Hall, Canadian Children’s
Museum, IMAX® Theatre and special exhibitions all remain open.

The FIRST PEOPLES HALL presents the
rich history, connection with the Earth,
and diversity, ingenuity and determination
of the First Nations, Métis and Inuit, and
their ongoing contribution to Canada and
the world.

10
CANADIAN MUSEUM OF HISTORY
100 Laurier Street
Gatineau, Quebec K1A 0M8
Tel.: 819 776-7000;
toll free: 1 800 555-5621
www.historymuseum.ca
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UNIQUE ARCHITECTURE
Designed by Native Canadian
architect Douglas Cardinal,
the Museum building is
recognized as one of the
architectural masterpieces
of the 20th century.
Come admire its beautiful
lines and spaces!

MUSÉE
DES
ABÉNAKIS
24

A LIVING,
VIBRANT
NATION

Welcome to the Musée des Abénakis! Founded in 1965 by the elders of the Abenaki
community and housed in the former Odanak Catholic school, on the banks of the
Saint-François River, this is the oldest Aboriginal museum in Quebec. It’s also your
chance to explore the many facets of the rich and authentic material and intangible
heritage of the Abenaki First Nation, and learn about its thousands of years of history.

MUSEUM
EXPERIENCES
The MULTIMEDIA SHOW on the Abenaki
creation myth will introduce you to their cosmogony. Let yourself dream and be carried
away.
The permanent EXHIBITION, Wobanaki,
People of the Rising Sun, takes you on a tour
of the history, ancestral lifestyle and knowhow of the Abenaki, following the seasons
and lunar cycles. And don’t miss the fascinating temporary exhibitions.

Near the Museum, you can stroll along the
Tolba INTERPRETATION TRAIL, dedicated
to the turtle. You’ll enjoy learning about
Abenaki medicinal plants and the wildlife
around the river.
Recent archaeological digs have turned up
over 3,000 artifacts and confirmed the location of a fortified site from the early days of
the colony. Relive the Odanak Fort: The Past
Revisited project thanks to the MICROSITE
on the Museum website!

11
MUSÉE DES ABÉNAKIS
108 Waban-Aki
Odanak, Quebec J0G 1H0
Tel.: 450 568-2600
www.museedesabenakis.ca
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The fun interactive WORKSHOPS in the
Wawizid educational program will introduce
you to the Abenaki worlds of yesterday and
today, guided by the cycle of thirteen moons.

THE PERFECT GIFT
Before you leave the
Museum, check out the
Kiz8bak (“Daylight”) gift
shop. You’ll be impressed
by the vast selection of
First Nations arts and
crafts from far and near.
The splendid Abenaki
ash baskets are only
one example.

THE

MUSÉES DE LA
CIVILISATION
26

MANY
DIFFERENT
ENCOUNTERS

The name Musées de la civilisation actually applies to several museums:
the Musée de la civilisation, the Musée de l’Amérique francophone, the Maison
historique Chevalier and the Musée de la Place Royale. Each of them showcases
a different aspect of local history and society, while at the same shedding
light on cultures from around the world — including Aboriginal ones!

MUSEUM
EXPERIENCES
AT THE MUSÉE DE LA CIVILISATION
Answer the call of the Canada goose in the
FAMILY WORKSHOP, featuring a game all
about Aboriginal cultures in Quebec. Get
ready to use all your senses!
Opening in 2015
The decidedly contemporary This Is
Our Story. First Nations and Inuit in the
21 st Century EXHIBITION is an exceptional encounter with the eleven First
Nations in Q ueb ec : the Atikamekw
Nehirowisiwok (Attikameks), Waban-Aki
(Abenakis), Anishinabeg (Algonquins), Innus
(Montagnais), Kanien’kehá:ka (Mohawks),
Huron-Wendats, Wolastoqiyik (Malecites),
Eeyou (Crees), Mi’gmaq (Micmacs), Naskapis
and Inuit. Over 400 items, projections on
a huge screen, audiovisuals and aboriginal
artwork invite visitors to explore Who We
Are Today — The Reserve, Our Communities,
Our Roots, A Time of Turmoil — Colonization,
Decolonization — Healing, and What Are Our

Dreams for the Future? It’s an illuminating,
fascinating experience, enhanced by an
evocative poetic narrative, The Great Story,
by young Innu author Naomi Fontaine, at
six listening stations positioned throughout
the exhibit.
Young visitors ages 8 to 12 will enjoy the
INTERACTIVE TOUR, with touch screens
and a virtual guide, a Huron-Wendat boy
named Yänariskwa, introducing them to the
drums, snowshoes, animal and plant resources, clothing and moccasins and traditional
medicine of the Huron-Wendats.
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MUSÉE DE LA CIVILISATION
85 rue Dalhousie
Quebec City, Quebec G1K 8R2
Tel.: 418 643-2158;
toll free (North America):
1 866 710-8031
www.mcq.org
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AT THE MUSÉE DE LA PLACE ROYALE
At 27 rue Notre-Dame you can see Samuel de
Champlain come to life in a 3D FILM relating
his travels in New France and the peoples he
met 400 years ago.

A VIRTUAL RALLY
Wherever you are, you
can explore Place Royale,
From the Present to the
Past, with a podcast tour
you can download from
www.mcq.org/place-royale.

MUSÉE
HURON-WENDAT
28

EKIONKIESTHA’,
THE ENCOUNTER

The Musée huron-wendat is a Quebec institution created to conserve
and promote the heritage of the Huron-Wendat people. It’s a marvellous
introduction to the history, culture and arts of the Huron-Wendats and
other Canadian First Nations. Yiheh aweti’, welcome one and all!

MUSEUM
EXPERIENCES
GUIDED TOURS are a great way to get the
most out of the Museum’s two exhibitions
— Territories, Memories, Knowledge and
the current temporary exhibition — and the
Ekionkiestha’ longhouse, opened in 2013.
The DISCOVERY PACKAGE takes you to
three historic Wendake sites: the NotreDame-de-Lorrette Chruch (1730), Tsawenhohi
House (1820), and the Kabir Douba waterfall,
where there is a lovely fresco.
The TERRITORY, MEMORY, KNOWLEDGE
AND GOURMET package lets you tour a
longhouse along with a couple who will
explain everyday activities and life in a traditional Huron-Wendat village. Use the craft
techniques you learn to make a souvenir you
can take home with you! The package also
includes a guided tour of the Museum and
lunch at the renowned La Traite restaurant.

Snow on the ground? Follow a guide straight
out of the 19 th century for a SNOWSHOE
WALK and then warm up next to the fire with
a delicious cup of Labrador tea or steaming
hot chocolate.
S p r i n g , s u m m e r, fa l l … t a ke t h e
Tsonywa’ndiyonhrat (“We all share a single
spirit”) TRAIL along the Akiawenhrahk River.
Thirteen panels explain the Huron-Wendats’
essential bonds with nature.

13
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Wendake, Quebec G0A 4V0
Tel.: 418 847-2260
www.tourismewendake.ca/musee
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Before you leave Wendake, drop into the
museum GIFT SHOP, where you’ll find First
Nations artwork and crafts, souvenirs and
lots more.

SLEEP IN A LONGHOUSE!
Take your encounter with
the Huron-Wendat nation
to another level, by spending
the night in a traditional
longhouse. A firewatcher will
keep you safe, year round.
Get a taste of life back when
the first Europeans arrived!

MUSÉE
NATIONAL
DES
BEAUX-ARTS
DU QUÉBEC
30

THE
WONDERS OF
INUIT ART

If you can’t fly up North to admire all the beauties of Inuit art,
come to the Musée national des beaux-arts du Québec, in the heart of
the magnificent National Battlefields Park. It houses the Brousseau Inuit
Art Collection, one of the most prestigious private collections in Canada,
featuring 2,635 pieces including more than 2,100 sculptures.

MUSEUM
EXPERIENCES
The Interrelations EXHIBITION features
some twenty sculptures from the Brousseau
Inuit Art Collection. These exceptional
pieces were created by artists from Nunavik
(Quebec’s Far North) and Nunavut (Canadian
Far North) and testify to their remarkable
observation skills and dexterity. Their intimate knowledge of their land, their ability to
capture in stone, ivory or bone the spirit of a
bear, migrating caribou or the transformation
of a shaman, their respect for wildlife and the
sea, sky and tundra — all these bonds tie the
Inuit to their environment, traditional knowhow and an ageless spirituality, expressed in
these masterpieces.

If you’re visiting with children, they’re sure to
be interested in the some thirty miniatures
from the Brousseau Collection, showcased in
a new FAMILY SPACE at just the right height
for them, in the Charles Baillairgé Pavilion.
They’ll learn about some fascinating aspects
of Inuit culture as they explore the three
fun and interactive zones on the themes
of the Inuit people, Animals of the North
and Games. Kids will be intrigued by throat
singing and enjoy the books of stories and
legends. They’ll love learning how to make
an inukshuk and playing games like dominoes
and tops that Inuit children have enjoyed for
millennia.
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MUSÉE NATIONAL DES
BEAUX-ARTS DU QUÉBEC
National Battlefields Park
Quebec City, Quebec G1R 5H3
Tel.: 418 643-2150;
toll free: 1 866 220-2150
www.mnbaq.org
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In 2015, the new Pierre Lassonde Pavilion
will provide a superb new home for the
Brousseau Inuit Art Collection. Watch for it!

QUEBEC ART AT ITS BEST
While you’re at the Museum,
you can explore a collection
of nearly 38,000 pieces by
over 4,000 artists from the
17th century to the present.
Paintings, sculptures,
drawings, photos, prints and
decorative art … immerse
yourself in Quebec art!

NATIVE
MUSEUM
OF
MASHTEUIATSH
32

AGE-OLD
MEMORIES

The Native Museum of Mashteuiatsh safeguards and presents the history
of a people who have maintained their nomadic lifestyle governed by
the seasons. Learn about the fabulous history of the Pekuakamiulnuatsh,
descendants of the Aboriginal people who arrived some 6,000 years ago
in the heart of the Canadian Shield not long after the glaciers had retreated,
and occupied the land irrigated by the tributaries of the Saguenay River
and Pekuakami (Lac Saint-Jean). Come admire hundreds and hundreds of
fascinating artifacts and enjoy some unforgettable intercultural encounters!

MUSEUM
EXPERIENCES
The Pekuakamiulnu u mamihtunelitamun,
Spirit of the Pekuakamiulnu permanent
EXHIBITION is a collective exhibition created
by artists, artisans, elders, businesspeople
and other members of the community,
relating the story of the Pekuakamiulnuatsh
from past to present. It paints a picture of
their ancestral culture, their reality and their
aspirations, as it follows the history of their
territorial negotiations.
If you’re visiting with a group of youngsters,
why not reserve a GUIDED TOUR of the
permanent exhibition and a WORKSHOP
on the Pekuakamiulnuatsh universe? They’ll
have fun learning about the similarities and
differences between their own lives and
those of the Pekuakamiulnuatsh, about their
art, how they use the land and how it has
been transformed over time, and more.

Near the Museum, you can go for a stroll
along the Nutshimatsh/In the Forest interpretation TRAIL and learn even more
about the enduring bonds between the
Pekuakamiulnuatsh and Mother Earth, the
source of all life. You’re sure to be inspired
by the deep respect for nature conveyed in
the four themes — shelter, travel, food and
medicine.
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NATIVE MUSEUM
OF MASHTEUIATSH
1787 rue Amishk
Mashteuiatsh, Quebec G0W 2H0
Tel.: 418 275-4842
www.museeilnu.ca/en
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And don’t forget the museum’s GIFT SHOP !
You’ll find all kinds of treasures, from unique
local arts and crafts to souvenirs, all of them
authentic, with something for all tastes and
budgets.

UASHASSIHTSH,
A TRADITIONAL STOPPING
AND GATHERING PLACE
The Uashassihtsh (“Little Bay”)
cultural transmission site, on
a magnificent setting on the
shore of Lake Pekuakami, hosts
a First Nations great gathering
in mid-July every year.
The event recalls and continues
the traditional summer meetings
where different peoples came
to socialize and share. You can
take part in this celebration, too,
and chat with artisans who are
proud of their age-old culture.

DANIEL
WEETALUKTUK
MUSEUM
34

THE
CALL OF
THE NORTH

Located in Inukjuak, on the eastern shore of Hudson Bay, the Daniel
Weetaluktuk Museum, named for the first Inuit archaeologist in Nunavik,
has been working to conserve and promote Inuit culture and language since
1992. It displays works of art and over 200 archaeological and historical artifacts
depicting the rich culture of the North stretching back thousands of years.
It’s a unique experience, and a chance to see Inuit culture from the inside!

MUSEUM
EXPERIENCES
On the ground floor of the Museum, a circular
room houses the Takunnatauninga ilirsusivut
takunnagusitigut / Our Culture as We See it
permanent EXHIBITION. There you can
admire magnificent Inuit items both old and
new, displayed in their original cultural context: soapstone sculptures, drawings, traditional clothing, handcrafted figurines and
tools and more. There are also temporary
EXHIBITIONS.

The domed ceiling of the MEZZANINE
recalls the inside of an igloo, those ingenious
structures made of blocks of snow piled in
a spiral that Inukjuak people used to build.
The Museum is a place for gathering and
sharing, set in the heart of the Inukjuak
community, and offers GUIDED TOURS and
PRESENTATIONS for visitors and groups.
WORKSHOPS on sewing and basketmaking
and other traditional techniques are also
organized from time to time. Just ask!
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www.avataq.qc.ca
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THE INUKJUAK JEWELLERY
STUDIO is located not far from
the Museum. Its jewellers work
mainly in silver, incorporating
polished local stones or bits
of organic material — caribou
antler, whale baleen, feathers
or walrus ivory — in their pieces.
Reserve a visit and meet
these artists inspired by oral
traditions. It’s a chance to find
some true Northern gems!

TO REACH US
SOCIÉTÉ DES MUSÉES DU QUÉBEC
P.O. Box 8888, Centre-ville Station
Montréal, Quebec H3C 3P8
Telephone: 514 987-3264
museesadecouvrir@smq.qc.ca
www.musees.qc.ca

MUSEUMS
TO
THE SOCIÉTÉ
DES MUSÉES
DISCOVER
DU QUÉBEC WEBSITE
Whether they are located downtown or in the heart of nature, whether they
are devoted to art, history or science, museums offer hundreds of different
ways to explore Quebec and enjoy the pleasures of cultural tourism.
To plan your activities, just visit Museums to Discover ! You’ll find information
on current and upcoming major exhibitions throughout Quebec. A detailed
calendar also presents activities and exhibitions day by day, in all regions.

www.musees.qc.ca
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Raise your anchor and set sail
for 15 museums that celebrate
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to bring Quebec history to life
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