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Whether they are located downtown or in the heart of nature, whether they
are devoted to art, history or science, museums offer hundreds of different
ways to explore Quebec and enjoy the pleasures of cultural tourism.
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on current and upcoming major exhibitions throughout Quebec. A detailed
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EXPLORE
NEW FRANCE
CREATE YOUR OWN

MUSEUM
ROUTE!
Whether you’re starting from Quebec City, Montréal or the Ottawa
Valley, New France beckons! The friendly invitations from the
14 museums described in these pages will help you plan to explore a
rich and multifaceted heritage.
To put together your own tour guide and save, share and update it as
you like, visit itineraires.musees.qc.ca. You’ll also find details on other
museums where you can learn more about New France.

itineraires.musees.qc.ca

1

SET SAIL
FOR

NEW
FRANCE!
THE SOCIÉTÉ DES MUSÉES DU QUÉBEC
INVITES YOU TO COMBINE
THE PAST AND PRESENT
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Get ready to discover Quebec history as you’ve never experienced it before.
There were vast territories to explore, alliances and trade treaties to negotiate with
First Nations, bitter winters to survive, towns and cities to dream of, build, defend
and rebuild, mills to set turning, institutions to found … Quebec’s settlers faced lots
of challenges. Like them, the 14 MUSEUMS presented in these pages have adventurous
spirits and no shortage of ambition: they present history that’s sure to move, challenge
and inspire you. Whether you’re visiting them on your own, with your family or friends,
you’re bound to come away with great new memories!

PUTTING DOWN THE ROOTS
OF A SHARED HISTORY

EXCITING, FASCINATING
MUSEUM EXPERIENCES!

The story of New France began when
Jacques Cartier from St. Malo, in France,
stepped ashore on the Gaspé Peninsula in
1534. French explorers went on to carry
their language and culture from the Gulf
of St. Lawrence to the Great Lakes and the
Mississippi delta. The battle of the Plains of
Abraham, in 1759, put an end to the French
Regime. But French itself remains alive and
well in North America.

These museums have devised some irresistible activities for you. Are you interested in
archaeology? Fond of art? Fascinated by the
work of craftspeople? Wish your children
could have as much fun as you do exploring
a theme, a fabulous collection or the architecture of a heritage building? Interactive
exhibitions, history-themed presentations,
traditional foods, multimedia shows, virtual
(or real!) archaeological digs, workshops and
lots of other experiences await you. Go for it!

LEARN ABOUT A LITTLEKNOWN RELIGIOUS HERITAGE

CARE TO STEP OUTSIDE?

Right from the birth of New France, religious
communities played a vital role in the colony’s development. Missions, schools and
hospitals, chapels, churches, convents and
seminaries — all of them recollected today in
attractive, peaceful sites and buildings. When
designing your museum route, make sure to
include a stop at these splendid sites and
exhibitions recounting inspiring tales from
the early days of New France.

Take a stroll through a flower garden or a fragrant vegetable plot. Watch a demonstration
or listen to a storyteller or a music recital
outdoors, meet a historic character, taste
bread fresh out of a wood-fired oven … so
many charming experiences! Many of these
museums are located next to green spaces
where you can stretch your legs or have a
picnic. Get even more out of your museum
route by including some gift shops and
restaurants.

New France was founded on energy, inventiveness and hospitality — qualities that are alive
and well today, and these museums are proud and happy to share them with you.
So hoist your sails and set off in search of new and authentic
experiences, fun, good times and the unexpected.
BON VOYAGE AS YOU EXPLORE NEW FRANCE!
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L’ÎLOT
DES
PALAIS
HISTORIC AND

ARCHAEOLOGICAL SITE
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OPEN
AT LAST!

The whole history of New France and its aftermath awaits you in Quebec City,
at L’Îlot des Palais, an exceptional historic and archaeological site where digs
have been conducted over the past three decades. Some 500,000 artifacts
later, it’s time for you to learn more about this fascinating site’s eventful
history. Come on your own, with your family or friends, and step back in time!

MUSEUM
EXPERIENCES
The new IMMERSIVE EXHIBITION presented in the authentic 18th-century vaults
tells the spellbinding story of this key site in
Quebec’s capital city. Smart tables, artifacts
and 2D and 3D projections make for a thrilling journey.
Come see some captivating SITES: the Jean
Talon brewery, the three Intendant’s palaces,
the jail and the King’s store, not to mention
the Boswell-Dow brewery.
Expect some SURPRISES! You may well
come across Egyptian amulets, a poodle skeleton, gun parts, lice combs and lots more.

Join in our VIRTUAL EXCAVATIONS on the
site: you’ll see artifacts appear on your tablet
right where they were found, and learn about
what archaeologists do.
Come to think of it, where’s Marcel, the
archaeologist? Grab your tablet and go looking for him in a fun quest game. He’ll lead you
on a merry chase through Old Quebec City
and all the way to the Lower Town.

1
L’ÎLOT DES PALAIS,
HISTORIC AND ARCHAEOLOGICAL SITE
8 rue Vallière
Quebec City, Quebec G1K 6S9
Tel.: 418 692-1441
ilotdespalais@videotron.ca
www.ilotdespalais.ca
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Ready for another challenge? Head out
with a GPS this time, on a GEORALLY. And
geocachers will be delighted with the superb
collector’s geocoins on offer at the gift shop.
History definitely doesn’t stand still at L’Îlot
des Palais!

A TASTE OF HISTORY!
Did you know that in the
18th century the Governor
and Intendant of New
France enjoyed treating
their guests to a “service à
l’ambigu,” the forerunner of
today’s cocktail receptions?
Ask about our Ambigus
gastronomiques!

MONASTÈRE
AUGUSTINES

LE
DES
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AN ADVENTURE
WITHIN

In 1639, three French Augustine nuns stepped ashore in Quebec, where they
founded the first hospital in North America north of Mexico. Starting in
summer 2015, this historic convent, restored and expanded to a unique design,
will be transformed into a museum, archival centre and experiential lodging,
all under one roof. Visitors will have the exceptional opportunity of reliving
the history of this superb site thanks to an innovative architectural concept
combining past and present. They’ll be immersed in its calm atmosphere right
from the moment they step through the doors, a truly modern experience
in itself in this all-new heritage complex devoted to global health.

MUSEUM
EXPERIENCES
As you stroll through ROOMS with permanent displays of rare and impressive objects
and manuscripts, you’ll learn about the history of the Augustine nuns of Quebec, how
they cared for the sick, their community life
and their spiritual beliefs.

Le Monastère des Augustines ARCHIVE
CENTRE, open by appointment, will house
treasures — a full linear kilometre of historic
books and other documents — accessible to
anyone interested in tracing the development
of Quebec society.

In the temporary EXHIBITION room, you can
explore other themes related to the history
of the twelve convent-hospitals founded by
the Augustines.

You can also dine in the REFECTORY
RESTAURANT. And don’t miss the GIFT
SHOP!

2
LE MONASTÈRE DES AUGUSTINES
75 rue des Remparts
Quebec City, Quebec G1R 3R9
Tel.: 418 694-1639
www.monastere.ca
www.augustines.ca (site of the Fiducie
du patrimoine culturel des Augustines)
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In the multipurpose rooms, enjoy avantgarde ACTIVITIES revolving around culture
and global health. There will be daily events,
workshops, lectures, roundtable discussions,
concerts and special events for visitors,
whether they’re here for a few hours or a
few days.

PLAN YOUR TRIP TODAY!
You can sleep in one of the
65 historic cells used by the
Augustine nuns, which are
being converted into rooms
with either an authentic
or contemporary decor.
www.monastere.ca
(online as of summer 2014 —
reservations may be
made up to one year
before it opens)

THE

MUSÉES DE LA
CIVILISATION
8

FROM ONE
DISCOVERY
TO ANOTHER

The name Musées de la civilisation actually applies to several museums:
the Musée de la civilisation, the Musée de l’Amérique francophone, the Musée
de la place Royale and the Maison historique Chevalier. Each of them
showcases a different aspect of local history and society, while at the same
shedding light on cultures from around the world.

MUSEUM
EXPERIENCES
AT THE MUSÉE DE LA CIVILISATION
Over 400 years of history flow by, from
New France to the present, in the People
of Québec — Then and Now EXHIBITION.
You can admire fascinating objects,
relive momentous events and listen to
the confidences of Jeanne Mance, Fille
du Roy Marie Marguerite Moitié, Chief
Kondiaronk, who signed the Great Peace
treaty of 1701, and others.
Will you have kids ages 6 to 12 with you?
Then check out the exhibition featuring
Catapult the cat and his friend the mouse!
It’s a fun EXPERIENCE looking at children’s celebrations and games in the days
when they still played with stone marbles.
3
MUSÉE DE LA CIVILISATION
85 rue Dalhousie
Quebec City, Quebec G1K 8R2
Tel.: 418 643-2158

THE MUSÉES DE LA CIVILISATION
Tel.: 418 643-2158
Toll free (North America): 1 866 710-8031
www.mcq.org

AT THE MUSÉE DE
L’AMÉRIQUE FRANCOPHONE
The On the Road: The Francophone Odyssey
EXHIBITION follows the migrants who, full
of hope or victims of history, spread and
settled throughout North America.
In the summer, you can take a tour of the
SÉMINAIRE de Québec with an interpreterguide. Learn about its past and visit its
exhibitions, all in less than one hour.
“The days flee like the shadows,” whispers
the sundial in the Seminary courtyard — in
Latin, of course. Take a look at the nine
panels in the OUTDOOR INTERPRETATION
TOUR to learn some other captivating facts,
and immerse yourself in the past of this
attractive, very early architectural complex.
4
MUSÉE DE L’AMÉRIQUE FRANCOPHONE
2 côte de la Fabrique
Quebec City, Quebec G1R 4R7
Tel.: 418 692-2843

AT THE MUSÉE DE LA PLACE ROYALE
Samuel de Champlain, who founded
Quebec in 1608, shares his dreams with
you and tells tales of his explorations in
a 3D PROJECTION. You can also marvel
at a huge MODEL of Quebec City as it
appeared in 1635.
Three permanent EXHIBITIONS are
devoted to the story of trade and the port
in Place Royale. Near the Museum, you’ll
also want to visit the theme exhibitions at
the MAISON HISTORIQUE CHEVALIER,
an integral part of the site.
You can virtually explore Place Royale,
from the present to the past , with a
PODCAST TOUR. It’s a great way to learn
about the history of this busy site that
has been visited over the years by First
Nations people, French settlers, British
immigrants, Quebec City residents, tourists … and you!
5
MUSÉE DE LA PLACE ROYALE
27 rue Notre-Dame
Quebec City, Quebec G1K 4E9
Tel.: 418 646-3167

TAKE A LOOK AROUND THE
MUSÉE DE LA CIVILISATION
GIFT SHOP, for an impressive
selection of souvenirs, crafts,
books and games. You can admire
its stone walls at the same time.
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MUSÉE
DES
URSULINES
DE QUÉBEC
10

DEVOTED
HEARTS AND
NIMBLE FINGERS

On August 1, 1639, three Ursuline nuns, including Marie de l’Incarnation,
arrived in Quebec to found the first North American school for girls.
This was the start of a remarkable educational labour of love, and one
that has lasted for 375 years! The Musée des Ursulines de Québec tells
this touching story through its magnificent spaces and collections.

MUSEUM
EXPERIENCES
While the Ursulines are renowned for their
schools, not many people know that their
institution was also the first centre of
women’s art in New France, and that the
nuns were exceptionally skilled embroiderers. The Fine Art of Embroidery EXHIBITION
features some stunning liturgical robes and
altar cloths created by their nimble fingers.
The intricate pieces and skills are sure to
impress even visitors who have never picked
up an embroidery needle.
The convent itself, and the property on
which it stands, are full of fabulous secrets
recounting centuries of history. Step by step,
the Recollections of a House EXHIBITION
describes the construction and evolution of
the buildings in this convent complex, one of
the finest in North America, and its impressive historic artifacts, some of them actually
unearthed right here.

“Enrol” in the Young Ladies’ Academy and
experience the LIFE of a boarder with the
Quebec City Ursuline community in the
19 th century, from your welcome by the
sisters to the day you leave the convent,
diploma in hand! Learn how they spent
their days behind the mysterious walls of
the cloister, and the training given to these
young ladies by the nuns — one of the cornerstones of women’s history in Quebec.

6
MUSÉE DES URSULINES
DE QUÉBEC
12 rue Donnacona
Quebec City, Quebec G1R 3Y7
Tel.: 418 694-0694
www.museedesursulines.com
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At 10 rue Donnacona, you can immerse
yourself, free of charge, in literary heritage
stretching from the 18th to the 20th centuries:
books on religion, science and history, travel
journals, novels and more. Touch them, read
them and soak up the cosy atmosphere in
the READING CORNER reminiscent of the
boarding school’s libraries.

A WELCOMING GARDEN
Right in the heart of
Old Quebec City, the vast
convent garden was long
reserved for the community.
Today it is accessible during
the summer by reservation,
and continues to be a
favourite place for strolling
and meditation, against
the backdrop of the fourcentury old architecture
of the convent complex.

MUSÉE
NATIONAL
DES
BEAUX-ARTS
DU QUÉBEC
12

HERITAGE
TREASURES
SHOWCASED
IN A PARK

One of Quebec City’s best-loved natural oases, the National Battlefields
Park, spreads its summer greenery or white wintry cloak around the Musée
national des beaux-arts du Québec. The vast provincial art gallery houses
over 38,000 works of art dating from the 17th century to the present.
The paintings, sculptures, drawings, photos, prints and decorative art pieces,
some of them iconic and others much less well known, testify to Quebec’s
rich artistic heritage, stretching all the way back to the days of New France.

MUSEUM
EXPERIENCES
Visit a heritage building with a captivating
atmosphere: the old Quebec City jail (now
the Charles Baillairgé pavilion), restored and
integrated into the Museum. Here you can
admire the EXHIBITION focusing on Quebec
City’s role as the artistic capital of the colony,
from New France up to the late 19th century.
Major works lead visitors through some
250 years of history and art movements.
Check the PROGRAM for information on
exhibitions and international events.

In the section on Quebec City as a capital under the French Regime, some
MASTERPIECES await you, including
the sculptures Vierge à l’Enfant, superbly
gilded by the Ursuline nuns of Quebec City,
Saint Michel terrassant le dragon and Saint
Gabriel. You can also admire L’Ange gardien,
painted in the great 17th-century French tradition by Brother Luc, a Récollet priest who
lived near the village of L’Ange-Gardien in
1670-1671. The painting was presented to the
parish church by Daniel Rémy de Courcelles,
Governor of New France.

7
MUSÉE NATIONAL DES
BEAUX-ARTS DU QUÉBEC
National Battlefields Park
Quebec City, Quebec G1R 5H3
Tel.: 418 643-2150
www.mnbaq.org
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See the CULTURAL ACTIVITIES and
CREATIVE WORKSHOPS for children
and adults.

AN APPETIZING VIEW
Huge bay windows
overlooking the Plains
of Abraham and the
St. Lawrence and elegantly
presented refined dishes …
the Museum’s restaurant
and its terrace, in good
weather, are among the
finest in Quebec City.
Bon appétit!

CHÂTEAU
RAMEZAY
HISTORIC SITE AND MUSEUM
OF MONTRÉAL

14

A PRESTIGIOUS
INTRODUCTION
TO MONTRÉAL
HISTORY

The Château Ramezay, dating back to the French Regime,
is one of the rare remaining buildings from New France that
can still be visited in Quebec. In fact it was the province’s
first classified historic monument. This essential stop
in Old Montréal spans more than 500 years, from
Native prehistory to the 20th century, and also includes
the lovely Governor’s Garden.

MUSEUM
EXPERIENCES
Stroll through the 18th century in the splendid SALLE DE NANTES and admire the
mahogany woodwork, and explore the
GOVERNOR’S KITCHEN with its charming
vaulted ceiling. Native pottery, portraits of
notables, furniture, medals, everyday items …
all tell of the events and people who shaped
the colony’s destiny.
Why was the Château built? Was it altered
over the years? Who lived there? Its
owners, architects and employees will
answer all these questions and more during a MULTIMEDIA TOUR, available in six
languages!

In the summer, there are free WORKSHOPS
on traditional techniques. Learn to spin
wool, comb a fleece or make felt, guided by
an expert.
Urban agriculture is nothing new! The
GOVERNOR’S GARDEN, an oasis in the
heart of Old Montréal, is a reminder that
back in the 18th century every home had its
own vegetable plot. Come take a sip from
the fountain and admire the de Ramezays’
French-style garden!

8
CHÂTEAU RAMEZAY
— HISTORIC SITE AND MUSEUM
OF MONTRÉAL
280 rue Notre-Dame East
Montréal, Quebec H2Y 1C5
Tel.: 514 861-3708
www.chateauramezay.qc.ca
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Near the entrance or during a guided
tour, in the garden or the exhibitions,
costumed GUIDES AND HISTORICAL
INTERPRETERS will introduce you to
Montréal in the days of New France.

CARE FOR A BITE?
Take a seat on one of
the city’s finest terraces!
You can savour one of the
lunch selections on offer,
in the shade of the old walls,
overlooking the Governor’s
Garden.

MAISON
SAINT-GABRIEL
MUSEUM AND HISTORIC SITE
16

A HOUSE OF
HISTORY

The Maison Saint-Gabriel, a superb house converted into a historic site
and museum, was home to the Filles du Roy (the King’s Wards) in Marguerite
Bourgeoys’ day. For three centuries, it was the centre of educational
and agricultural activities for the community founded by this tireless
visionary. Today, not far from Old Montréal, visitors can enjoy a delightful
blend of history, fresh air and greenery — a place where they cultivate
the soil and the mind, where learning, and remembering, is fun!

MUSEUM
EXPERIENCES
Time stands still as you stroll From the Cellar
to the Attic in the permanent EXHIBITION,
surrounded by furniture and everyday items
from long ago. You can also learn about the
religious heritage and good works of the
Congrégation de Notre-Dame and its founder.
Just as it was back in the 17th century, the
VEGETABLE GARDEN is full of medicinal
and fragrant plants. You can also wander
through the THEMATIC GARDENS, where
you may well come across a presentation by
one of the costumed interpreters, like the
Apothecary.

Both indoors and out, you’ll enjoy the
PROGRAM of seasonal activities. In springtime, a temporary exhibition and lecture
series celebrate the new buds. In the summer, the gardens will charm you with their
colours and scents, as ARTISANS, ACTORS,
STORYTELLERS and MUSICIANS bring
history to life. Fall is the time for stories
and laughter, as Beggar’s Week and St.
Catherine’s Evening help you forget the
shortening days. And in the winter, traditions
and the Mardi Gras celebrations warm everyone’s hearts!

9
MAISON SAINT-GABRIEL,
MUSEUM AND HISTORIC SITE
2146 place Dublin, Pointe-Saint-Charles
Montréal, Quebec H3K 2A2
Tel.: 514 935-8136
www.maisonsaint-gabriel.qc.ca
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GET A TASTE OF
NEW FRANCE with the
hearty, simple fare in
the Refectory restaurant,
the delicious loaves straight
out of the bread oven,
the tasty herbal teas made
with herbs from our garden
on the Terrace and the
local delicacies sold in
the gift shop.

MUSÉE DES

HOSPITALIÈRES
DE L’
HÔTEL-DIEU
DE MONTRÉAL
18

PERPETUATING
JEANNE MANCE’S
WORK

On May 17, 1642, Jeanne Mance and Paul de Chomedey, Sieur de Maisonneuve,
founded Ville-Marie. Canada’s first secular nurse originally cared for the
sick and injured in a dispensary, and then at the Hôtel-Dieu hospital built
in 1645. Three Hospitallers arrived from La Flèche in 1659 to support her.
Since 1992 the Museum has been introducing visitors to the origins of
Montréal and the Hôtel-Dieu, the achievements of these pioneering women
and the development of health care and medicine over the centuries.

MUSEUM
EXPERIENCES
As you enter the Museum you can admire
a majestic 17th-century oak STAIRCASE,
eight metres high. It originally graced the
former Hôtel-Dieu hospital in La Flèche,
France, where Jérôme Le Royer de
la Dauversière established the Filles
Hospitalières de Saint-Joseph, a nursing
order, in 1636.
In the permanent EXHIBITION you’ll find
a unique collection of artifacts, including a
paper written and signed by Jeanne Mance,
the letters patent granted by King Louis XIV
and an impressive array of medicinal and
pharmaceutical items from the 17th to the
20th centuries.

Explore temporary EXHIBITIONS that
reveal unusual aspects of this rich archival,
religious, medical and artistic heritage.
Are you interested in history, architecture
and horticulture? Then you will want to visit
the convent GARDEN, surrounded by an
imposing stone wall, a true oasis of peace
in the heart of the city. Take a guided tour
and soak up the charms of fragrant flowers,
grapevines and orchard.

10
MUSÉE DES HOSPITALIÈRES
DE L’HÔTEL-DIEU DE MONTRÉAL
201 avenue des Pins Ouest
Montréal, Québec H2W 1R5
Tel.: 514 849-2919
www.museedeshospitalieres.qc.ca
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Guided tours for groups are available upon
reservation.

READING AND QUILLING
Would you like to know more
about Montréal’s earliest
days, its founders and the
Hôtel-Dieu de Montréal?
The Museum’s gift shop
has a variety of exclusive
publications on these topics,
as well as lovely greeting
cards made with the
“quilling” technique.

MARGUERITE
BOURGEOYS
MUSEUM
NOTRE-DAME-DE-BONSECOURS CHAPEL

20

UP
WITH THE
ANGEL

Adjoining the lovely Notre-Dame-de-Bon-Secours Chapel,
the Marguerite Bourgeoys Museum, with its many captivating nooks
and crannies, presents the life and achievements of this exceptional
woman: Montréal’s first teacher and the founder of the Congrégation
de Notre-Dame. Don’t miss out on this twofold heritage gem!

MUSEUM
EXPERIENCES
When Marguerite Bourgeoys arrived in
Montréal in 1653 with the recruits brought
over to breathe new life into the fledging
colony, she quickly saw that nothing had yet
been done about schooling. Here you can
learn about her adventure-filled life as you
visit the permanent EXHIBITION, showcasing some of her personal effects, artifacts
found on the Bon-Secours archaeological site
and works of art.

Join a guided tour of the ARCHAEOLOGICAL
SITE underneath the chapel, where you can
see impressive remains, including the foundations of the first stone chapel, erected in
1675, and traces of the wooden palisade that
made up the town’s fortifications in 1708.
Stop off and admire the PORTRAIT of
Marguerite Bourgeoys, painted in 1700 by
Pierre Le Ber, and learn more about her
fascinating story.

11
MARGUERITE BOURGEOYS MUSEUM
NOTRE-DAME-DE-BONSECOURS CHAPEL
400 rue Saint-Paul Est
Old Montréal, Quebec H2Y 1H4
Tel.: 514 282-8670
www.marguerite-bourgeoys.com
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Rent a MULTIMEDIA AUDIOGUIDE and
explore the remarkable artwork in the
Museum and Chapel at your own pace. A narration with first-hand accounts and exclusive
images will help you understand Marguerite
Bourgeoy’s important role in Montréal’s
development.

Climb the stairs of the
chapel tower and JOIN
THE ANGELS flanking
the giant statue of the
Virgin Mary. You can enjoy
Old Montréal’s loftiest view
and compare the city with
the town in days gone by,
as you salute the courage
of the men and women who
dared to cross the ocean
and settle in New France.

STEWART
MUSEUM
22

A STUNNING
COLLECTION

The Stewart Museum, founded by philanthropist David M. Stewart, houses some
27,000 artifacts, images, archival documents and rare books related to the
European civilizations in New France and North America. You’re sure to discover
some real treasures, and to enjoy strolling through a 19th-century military complex,
the Arsenal of the fortified British military depot on St. Helen’s Island.

MUSEUM
EXPERIENCES
The permanent EXHIBITION, entitled History
and Memory, leads you on a trip through
time from Native prehistory up to the mid-19th
century. Numerous items from the French
Regime are featured, along with various
themes: the Reformation and religious
wars, daily life, navigation, the Industrial
Revolution, the Patriotes Rebellion, and of
course the history of St. Helen’s Island, itself
a recognized heritage site.
Looking for an experience your children will
love? The Museum offers two self-guided
tours for families, with EXPLORATION
BOOKLETS: one on animals, for children
ages 4 to 6, and the other on clothing, for
ages 7 to 10. They contain activities revolving
around objects in the permanent exhibition,
quizzes, riddles, hands-on fun, observation
games and a dress-up trunk, sure to delight
visitors of all ages!

Be sure to leave time for a look at the
Montréal, A Walled City INTERACTIVE
MODEL. Video clips based on images in the
Museum’s collections will whisk you back to
the Montréal of 1750, with its fortifications,
winding streets, old buildings, historic figures
and residents.

12
STEWART MUSEUM
20 chemin du Tour-de-l’Isle
Montréal, Quebec H3C 0K7
Tel.: 514 861-6701
www.stewart-museum.org

Would you like to know more about New
France? The Museum offers GUIDED GROUP
TOURS of its exhibition, by appointment.
You’ll hear all about the perilous Atlantic
crossing, colonization, the fur trade, daily
life and the Conquest.
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The GLASS TOWER of the Arsenal offers a
remarkable view of Montréal, and is a great
way to reach the Museum’s second level.

AN ISLAND OF FUN!
The Stewart Museum is
located in Jean Drapeau
Park, an enchanting natural
setting perfect for picnics,
swimming, walking, crosscountry skiing and a variety
of cultural events.

POINTE-ÀCALLIÈRE
MONTRÉAL
ARCHAEOLOGY AND
HISTORY COMPLEX
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WHERE
MONTRÉAL
WAS BORN

Very few cities in the world have preserved their actual birthplaces. Montréal
is one of the fortunate ones, as you can see in this under- and above-ground
tour of a unique institution, classified as an archaeological and historic site
of national importance. But Pointe-à-Callière is much, much more. With its
multimedia show, exhibitions, outdoor events and playful and interactive
approach, it’s an essential stop in Old Montréal all year round, for all ages!

MUSEUM
EXPERIENCES
Stroll through the in situ remains and artifacts unearthed during the archaeological
digs conducted before the Museum was built.
You’ll dive beneath the surface in the Where
Montréal Was Born permanent EXHIBITION
and explore six centuries of history, including
the days of New France: Fort Ville-Marie’s
first Catholic cemetery, part of Montréal’s
fortifications and more.

Pirates or Privateers? In this INTERACTIVE
EXHIBITION, Montréal privateer Pierre Le
Moyne d’Iberville invites young visitors to
sign on as crew members and climb aboard
his ship, the D’Iberville , to defend New
France! They can have fun with the interactive challenges, get ready for combat,
join in a battle at sea … sailors from 6 to
12 and even younger will love this introduction to the exciting life of a privateer in
the 17th and 18th centuries, when Ville-Marie
was the hub of the fur trade.

The immersive MULTIMEDIA SHOW, Yours
Truly, Montréal, is a fascinating trip through
time projected over 270˚ atop authentic
remains. You’ll be thrilled as you experience
some of the highlights in the city’s turbulent
history.
Do you have what it takes to be an archaeologist? In the ARCHAEO-ADVENTURE
WORKSHOP, families can try their hands at a
dig site, in the archaeologist’s tent and back
in the laboratory. Grab your trowel and brush
or your surveying tools and pencils, and get
ready for an experience full of surprises!

13
POINTE-À-CALLIÈRE,
MONTRÉAL ARCHAEOLOGY
AND HISTORY COMPLEX
350 Place Royale
Old Montréal, Quebec H2Y 3Y5
Tel. (514) 872-9150
www.pacmusee.qc.ca
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It’s harvest time! Bring your shopping basket
to Place Royale, Montréal’s first marketplace,
for the weekend-long 18 TH - CENTURY
PUBLIC MARKET. There are overflowing
stalls, merchants of all kinds, artisans, musicians, historic figures, military parades, a
Native camp … as the Montréal of old comes
back to life!

DO YOU KNOW
L’ARRIVAGE?
Upstairs in the Museum’s
main building, this
restaurant bathed in natural
light offers an exceptional
view of the Old Port and an
equally remarkable menu.

CANADIAN
MUSEUM
OF
HISTORY
(formerly the Canadian Museum of Civilization)
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With its sinuous lines reflected in the Ottawa River and its spectacular
view of the Parliament Buildings, Canada’s most popular museum invites
you to learn about the events, the people and the objects that shaped our
country’s history. And it’s busy getting ready to offer visitors even more!

MUSEUM
EXPERIENCES
Visit the many special or permanent
EXHIBITIONS, marvel at the world’s largest indoor TOTEM POLE COLLECTION
and explore First Nations traditions and
achievements.
The CANADIAN CHILDREN’S MUSEUM
has something for the whole family! And
the IMAX® THEATRE always guarantees an
extraordinary film experience.
Starting on July 1, 2017, the 150th anniversary of Confederation, a new EXHIBITION,
the largest ever mounted since the Museum
opened in 1989, will invite you to relive
Canada’s history and experience this vast
land, from the end of the most recent ice
age to the present — including the birth and
growth of New France.

In the meantime, the VIRTUAL MUSEUM OF
NEW FRANCE awaits you on the Museum’s
website! Find out what brought French settlers to North America. Follow the explorers,
missionaries, mapmakers, soldiers, coureurs
des bois and Native allies along the roads and
rivers of New France. Accompany the first
European colonists in their daily lives and
learn all about their everyday experiences
and their attitudes and beliefs. You’ll come
away with a better understanding of the
history, culture and living heritage of the
families that carried French from Acadia to
the Upcountry around the Great Lakes and
all the way to Louisiana!

14
CANADIAN MUSEUM OF HISTORY
100 rue Laurier
Gatineau, Quebec K1A 0M8
Tel.: 819 776-7000
(toll free: 1 800 555-5621)
www.historymuseum.ca
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AN ARCHITECTURAL GEM
Designed by Native Canadian
architect Douglas Cardinal,
the Museum building is
recognized as one of the
architectural masterpieces of
the 20th century. An essential
destination for visitors from
around the world!

TO CONTACT US:
SOCIÉTÉ DES MUSÉES DU QUÉBEC
P.O. Box 8888, Centre-ville Station
Montreal, Quebec H3C 3P8
Tel: 514 987-3264
museesadecouvrir@smq.qc.ca
www.musees.qc.ca
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Whether they are located downtown or in the heart of nature, whether they
are devoted to art, history or science, museums offer hundreds of different
ways to explore Quebec and enjoy the pleasures of cultural tourism.
To plan your activities, just visit Museums to Discover ! You’ll find information
on current and upcoming major exhibitions throughout Quebec. A detailed
calendar also presents activities and exhibitions day by day, in all regions.
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St. Lawrence River museum discovery tour
Project Director
Linda Lapointe, SMQ
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Château Ramezay — Historic Site and Museum of Montréal
MONTRÉAL

2

Le Monastère des Augustines *
QUEBEC CITY

9

Maison Saint-Gabriel, museum and historic site *
MONTRÉAL

Coordination
Céline Lapointe, SMQ
Marie Trouïs, SMQ
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Musée de la civilisation
QUEBEC CITY
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Musée des Hospitalières de l’Hôtel-Dieu de Montréal *
MONTRÉAL
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Musée de l’Amérique francophone *
QUEBEC CITY
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Marguerite Bourgeoys Museum / Notre-Dame-de-Bon-Secours Chapel *
MONTRÉAL

Final French texts
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Musée de la place Royale
QUEBEC CITY
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Stewart Museum
MONTRÉAL

6

Musée des Ursulines de Québec *
QUEBEC CITY
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Pointe-à-Callière, Montréal Archaeology and History Complex
MONTRÉAL

Translation (English version)
Terry Knowles, Pamela Ireland
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Musée national des beaux-arts du Québec
QUEBEC CITY
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Canadian Museum of History
GATINEAU
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L’Îlot des Palais, Historic and archaeological site
QUEBEC CITY
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MUSEUM
ROUTES

NEW
FRANCE
FOR EXPLORING

INTERESTED
IN EXPLORING
OTHER THEMES?
AND THERE ARE MORE
SUGGESTED ROUTES TO COME.
STAY TUNED!

itineraires.musees.qc.ca
MUSEUM ROUTES
TO EXPLORE

THE ST. LAWRENCE RIVER
Raise your anchor and set sail
for 15 museums that celebrate
one of the world’s greatest rivers.
Coming soon
MUSEUM ROUTES
TO EXPLORE

FIRST NATIONS
CULTURES
Learn about Native
cultures in Quebec
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MUSEUMS
WITH
DEEP ROOTS
• Explore Quebec history
• Relive the great adventure of the French fact in North America
• Meet the men and women behind the collections,
traditions and memories

With the participation of:
•Ministère de la Culture et des Communications
•Ministère du Tourisme

Produced by the Société des musées du Québec
www.musees.qc.ca
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